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FOR A 


Further Reformation 


OF THE 


EsTABLIsH'd CHURCH. 


ERR TER the Corruptions and Idolatries of 
the Church of Rome, and that Tyranny 
2 "Ss which ſhe exerciſed over the Conſciences 
of Men, were become an intolerable 
G-Yoke, too heavy for the Nations to bear 
any longer; after ſeveral Complaints had 


been made and ſome Attempts to reform her ſelf ha 

proved unſucceſsful : ſeveral Countries nobly threw o 

its Yoke, and attempted * reform themſelves, S 
2 | 


| 
5 


| (4) 
firſt took fire from Luther and Melancthon; Switzerland 
and Geneva ſoon followed under the Conduct of Zuin- 
glius and Calvin, 3 
And after thẽm, England under the Reign of H. 


the Eighth, by the Direction of Cranmer, Latimer, and 


Ridley. 
The Writings that defended the Neceſſity of a Refor- 


mation in the Church of Rome, were greedily embrac'd : 
the Corruption in Doctrine and Worſhip became intelli- 


gible; and the Corruption of Manners crept into all the 
Spiritual Orders becoming ſcandalous, not one of them 
had Intereſt to ſtop the Reformation. Politick Reaſons 
were poſſibly the main Cauſe that brought the Court 
into it (tho the Divines were acted by more ſincere 
Regards) which was the Occaſion of the unhappy Clog 
afterwards, that it could not be carry'd on to thoſe De- 
grees, which were the Hopes, the Expectations and 
Prayers of many wiſe and good Men from that time to 
this very day. a 

For the Perſons who engaged in the Reformation were 


ated by two very different Principles and Motves : The 


one part were ſuch as conſider d the Reformation only 
in a Political View, and were ſufficiently pleas'd to ſee 
the Power of the Pope broken, and his Yoke caſt off; 
and yet at the ſame time having been bred up in Vene- 
ration for Ceremonies, and a Fondneſs for Pomp and 
Magnificence in Worſhip, were deſirous to retain many 
of thoſe Cuſtoms and Uſages, both in Diſcipline and 
Worſhip, which they had before obſerv'd: hoping to 
preſerve to themſelves a better Opinion among the Pa- 
piſts, and expecting to draw greater Numbers of them 
over to the Reformation. * They imagin'd that retain- 
ing the external Face of things, near to what it was be- 
fore, would make the People come in more eaſily to the 
real Change made in Doctrine. 


But, on the other hand, another Set of Men engag'd 
in this Cauſe, conſider'd theſe Matters in a different 
View. They affirm'd the Holy Scripture to be the pro- 
per Rule of a Church-Conftitution in Doctrine, Diſcipline, 


and Morſpip; and therefore deſir'd to reduce theirs as 


* _— 


hw — 
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near as might be to that Rule. They were ＋ th 
that this Pomp and Oſtentation in W was what 
the Scriptures were perfect ſtrangers to: They remem- 
ber'd how they had miniſter'd to the Corruptions and 
Superſtitions of Popery, and took notice of the lauda- 
ble Example of Hezek:ah, who brake in pieces the bra- 
zen Serpent (tho of Divine Appointment) when the Peo- 
ple abus'd it to Idolatry; which they thought a cogent 
Argument for laying aſide human Inventions (or at leaſt 
allowing thoſe to omit them that diflik'd em) when ſo 
abus'd. Beſides, they did apprehend, that this outward 
Reſemblance made the old Root of Popery ſtill to live 
in the Peoples Hearts; and tho the People conform'ꝗ 
more readily to the preſent Changes, yet it left them 
more ready to fall back to Popery, [as the Event ſhew'd 
in Queen Mary's Time.] For the avoiding which In- 
conveniencies, they thought it beſt to fix as great an 
Oppoſition between them and Popery as might be, Be- 
des, many of them were pleas'd with the Diſcipline 
and Worſhip of Foreign Proteſtant Churches; who, 
they thought, had carry'd the Reformation farther than 
ſeem'd intended amongſt us: and they thought it more 
ſubſervient to the Cauſe of true Religion, to bring our 
ſelves nearer the Foreign Proteſtants, than to ſymbo- 
lize with our avow'd Enemies the Papiſts. Theſe were 
the Conſiderations that induc'd the Famous Hooper, 
Bradford, Sampſon, Humphreys, &c. to preſs a further 
Reformation. And from theſe two Parties, who ap- 
pear'd from the firſt of the Reformation, are ſprung the 
two Parties amongſt Ergli/ Proteſtants, who are known 
by the Names of Conformifts and Nonconformiſts ; for 
theſe unhappy things, which were the Cauſe of Com- 
plaint at the beginning of the Reformation, are yet con- 
tinu'd, and the Heats and Animoſities about them car- 
ry'd higher (if poſlible,) So that the Body of Englih 
Proteſtants, tho agreeing in the ſame Articles of Reli- 
gion, and the ſame Obje& and Ordinances of Divine 
Worſhip, yet differ about human Inventions, Rites, 
Ceremonies, and Circumſtances of Diſcipline and Wor— 
ſhip. Various have been the Methods made uſe of for 
wa other's Conviction , ſome of which, it muſt be 
confeſs'd, have not been always the moſt decent, nor 
have they met with expected Succeſs, 


It 


(65) 

It has been urg'd on the one hand, by thoſe of the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, that the things impos'd appearin 
wr ot in themſelves, ought therefore to be com diy 
with, It is reply'd by the Diſſenters, that ſince the Im- 
poſers only judg them pron rk but not neceſſary ; 
whereas they judg them doubtful and inexpedient in their 
Uſe, yea, unlawful in the ſevere Impaſition of them: they 
think the Argument is much more concluſive for the Re- 
moval, than for the Continuance of theſe things; becauſe 
it is much more eaſy for the /mpoſers to take off thoſe 
things, which they cannot judg neceſſary, and procure 
Peace that way; than for others to force their Con- 
ſciences to comply with thoſe things, the Lawfulneſs of 
whoſe Uſe they doubt, and do firmly believe their In- 
expediency. The Diſſent ers, who have generally been 
the Sufferers, have not been wanting by Rational Me- 
thods to procure the Friendſhip of their Brethren of the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church; and to ſatisfy them that the Grounds 
of their Diſſent were not the Effects of Humour and 
Obſtinacy, but the Reſult of ſober Reaſoning, and the beft 
Light they could procure. 

They have intreated their Friendſhip by paſſionate and 
earneſt Petitions for Peace; at other times they have en- 
ter'd into friendly Debates, and trac'd the Argument 
through its ſeveral Branches. They have call'd upon 
them to prove their impoſing Power; to ſhew their Com- 
miſſion from Chriſt, impowering them to make ſuch 
ſitive Conſtitutions about Rites and Ceremonies, which 
ſhould bind the Conſciences of thoſe that diſlike them. 

At other times they have examin'd the Particulars 
themſelves, which, under pretence of Decency and Order, 
have been impos d; and have endeavour'd to ſhew how 
little they contribute to either, | 

They have more eſpecially labour'd upon the Hard- 
Hip and Inexpediency of im ofing them with ſuch Severi- 
ty, ſo as to exclude from Chriſtian Communion thoſe 
that, by the Laws of Chriſtianity, had an unqueſtiona- 
ble Right to it: nay further, ſo as to expoſe them to 
Bonds and Penalties, as was the Caſe formerly, They 
have ſhew'd how great a ſtranger the Scripture is to the 
things in Debate: and yet the Contentions and Cauſes 
of it continue, and thoſe that are travelling towards 
the ſame happy End, yer fall our by the way. 1 

[4 
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It has been the Deſire and Prayers of good Men of 
all Parties, that theſe Differences might be accommoda- 
ted, that there might be a better Union amongſt good 
Men; many happy Expedients have been propos'd, ma- 
ny remarkable Providences ſeem to facilitate it: A Senſe 
of Common Danger had loudly call'd oa them; they 
have not wanted Critical Conjunctures; the Calls of Au- 
thority; the Promiſes of = p44 : and yet, thro the Per- 
verſeneſs of Men too much influenc'd by Popiſſh Counſels, 
the Bleſſings of Union have been deny'd us, theſe 12 2 

Views and Proſpects being diſappointed, and the 
things that belong unto our Peace are yet hid from our Eyes. 
The great Principle of the Diſſenters, in the De- 
fence of which their Arguments have been produc'd, 
is the Neceſſity of 4 2 Reformation : That a Chri- 
ſtian Church may in ſuch a ſtate, as to need 4 
Reformation, is acknowledg'd by thoſe that reform'd 
and ſeparated from the Church of Rome ; and the En- 
quiry proceeds further amongſt our ſelves, to conſider 
whether the Eſtabliſh'd Church amongſt us needs not 4 
further Reformation. This is the main Principle of the 
Diſenters; they look on the Eſtabliſh'd Church as a 
true Church of Chriſt, and bleſs God for the Reforma- 
tion ſhe has accompliſh'd, and heartily ſubſcribe to the 
pure Articles of Doctrine, which ſhe profeſſes ; (nay, ad- 
here more cloſely to them, than many who call them- 
ſelves her Sons,) But conſidering, that as Corruptions 
came on by degrees, ſo it is not to be expected that a 
firſt Attempt ſhould clear it ſo far as may be neceſſary ; 
they believe there is room left for further /mprovement, 
that Length of Time has diſcover'd more Inconvenien- 
cies, and that a further Reformation of thoſe things 
complain'd of, would render it a more Perfett and Scrip- 
tural Conſtitution, 

But tho the Arguments in Defence of this Principle 
have been urg'd with great Strength of Reaſoning ; yet 
the Contention ſtill continues, a narrow bigotted Spirit 
remains, to the great Reproach of Religion. 

I have thought it might not be unuſeful to the Cauſe 
of a further Reformation, to lay before the Publick the 
Senſe of thoſe Biſhops and Divines that were engag'd 
in the Reformation of the Church of England upon the 
Matters in Debate ; together with the Judgment of ma- 
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(8) 
ny eminent Biſhops and Divines of that Church from the 
firſt Reformation to this very day. | 

To trace the ſeveral Eſſays for a further Reformation, 
the Progreſs that has been made, how it has tended to the 
Satisfaction of Diſſenters, and what has been the Cauſes 
of its Diſappointment : and this I ſhall endeavour fo to 
deſcribe, as not to exaſperate the Paſlions of Men, but 
to perſuade the eaſing of thoſe unhappy things that have 
been the Bones of Contention, that we might no longer 
bite and devour one another for Matters of doubtful Diſ- 
put ation; and that the Eſtabliſh'd Church might be built 
on ſo large a Foundation, and the Terms of her Commu- 
nion might be ſo truly Scriptural, as that no more might 
be requir'd to make a Man a Member of that particular 
Church, than Jeſus Chriſt has requir'd to denominate him 
a Member of his Univerſal Church. 

In treating upon this propos'd Subject, I ſhall endea- 
vour to make it appear, that it was not the Deſign of 
the firſt Reformers to make their Reformation the Stan- 
dard of future Times, as it it was unlawful to reform fur- 
ther; but that it was only the hard Neceſſity of the 
Times, in which they were caſt, juſt coming out of the 
Darkneſs of Popery, that made them ſtop where they 
did; whilſt at the ſame time they waited with great 
Impatience for better days, wherein they might carry 
on this Reformation to further degrees: and they ſigni- 
fy'd their Hopes, that they who came after wou'd do 
more, and go further than they had done, And I ſhall 
ſhew alſo, that it has been the Deſire and Judgment of 
ſome of the wiſeft and beft Men in the Eſtabliſh d Church 
from that time to this. The Method I propoſe to my 
ſelf, in treating this Subject, ſhall be, 


Firft, To lay down the Senſe of the Church of Eng- 
land as to a further hs dat} in general; whereby it 
will appear ſhe own'd the Grand Principle of the Diſſenters, 

Secondly, 1 ſhall lay before my Reader ſome of the 


particular oy of the greateſt Complaint, which the 


Diſſenters deſire may be redreſs'd. 

Thirdly, The Senſe of the firft Refor mers, and the la- 
ter Biſhops, Doctors, and eminent Members of the Eſta- 
bliſ'd Church, in reference. to thoſe things which are 


now Matters of Debate ; how far they were willing to 
redreſs. 
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redreſs them, and how far what they offer'd wou'd have 
tended to the Satisfaction of Diſſenters. 


Firſt, I begin with the Senſe of the firſt Reſormers of 
the Church of England, in their publick Capacities, as to 
a further Reformation. | 

Now they, who firſt engag'd in this Affair, were ve- 
ry ſenſible of the Weakneſs and Iuperfection which ne- 
ceſſarily attend Human Schemes; and believ'd that 
Length of Time, and further Conſideration, would diſ- 
cover thoſe Imperfeftions and Inconveniences, which 
firſt Thoughts and Attempts did not obſerve and reach 
to, 

And thus they expreſs themſelves : That there never 
mas any thing by the Wit of Man ſo well devisd, or 
fo ſure eRablifh'd, which in Continuance of Time had not 

een corrupted *. 

They therefore ſuppos'd a further Reformation till 
neceſſary; and therefore having drawn up a Book in 
1549. tho labouring under ſeveral Inperfections, yet ſuch 
as the Weakneſs of thoſe Times would bear, they in 
1552. made another Review of it, caſt out ſeveral things 
erroneous and offenſive, both in the Prayer and ſcrupled 
Habit; ſuch as Albs, Copes, Veſtments (which they who 
{crupled them, call'd the Array of the Popiſh Prieſthood) 


yet they were ſenſible, that there were {till ſome things 


that might require a further Review and Reform, when 
the Times would bear it; as appears by this Paſſage in 
the Preface concerning Ceremonies : Where, having taken 
notice of ſome that were againſt the Continuance of 
Ceremonies, they ſay; Furthermore, ſuch ſhall have no 
Juſt Cauſe with the Ceremonies reſerv'd, to be offended : 
for as thoſe are taken away, which were maſt abus d, and 
did burden Mens Conſciences without Cauſe ſo the ot her 
which remain are retain'd for a Diſcipline and Order, 
which upon juft Cauſes may be alter'd and chang'd F. And 
had that Pious Prince liv'd, and the Reformers foreſeen 
the Inconvenience which follow'd, they would undoubt- 
edly have taken them away, Here was no Aſent and 


* 


* Vid. Preface to the Common-Prayer, 1549. 
Þ+ Vid. Preface to the Common-Prayer, 155 2 | 
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(10) 
Conſent to all and every thing contain d in, and preſerib'd 
by the Book, much leſs any Et-cetera Oath never to at- 
tempt any Alterations; but the burdening of Mens Con- 
ſciences, and the Abuſe of the things themſelves, was 
confeſs'd and allow'd a good reaſon for the removing and 
taking away things of this nature, 

But, Secondly, as they had granted that the things 
complain'd of were alterable, and the burdening Mens 
Conſciences, and the Abuſe of the things themſelves 
were Reaſons why they might be alter'd or taken away; 
ſo the firſt Reformers have alſo, in expreſs Terms, con- 
feſs'd the want of a further Reformation in the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, and their Deſires of it; and that in a 
Paſſage that has ſtood in all the Books of Common- 
Prayer unto this day, which is at the beginning of the 
Form of Commination to be us'd on Aſ-Weadneſday : 
*Tis there obſerv'd, that there was a godly Diſcipline in 
the Primitive Church, by which notorious Offenders were 
brought to open Penance, and puniſh'd in this World, that 
their Souls might be ſaved in 6 Tho of the Lord : Inftead 
thereof, till the ſame Diſcipline be reſtord (which thing 
is much to be wiſhel) it is thought good to uſe theſe general 
Sentences of God's Curſings againſt impenitent Sinners. It 
is plain from this Paſſage, that the Church of England 
confeſſeth and bewails the want of a r 
and wiſhes its Reſtoration; which cannot 
further Reformation, there being ſeveral things in the 
Conſtitution of the Church which hinder this godly Diſ- 
cipline: To which Reformation there ſeems a great 
Backwardneſs; for, as Biſhop Burnet obſerves, While 
they in their Offices lamented the not having a Publick 
Diſcipline in the Church, as it was in the Primitive Times; 


they have either made no Attempts at all, or very faint 
ones for reſtoring it &. 


But I proceed, Secondly, to lay down the particular 
Cauſes of Complaint. 


1, The Diſſenters find fault with the Narrowneſs of 
the Conſtitution, that none can be admitted now to ex- 


—_ 
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Vid. Burnet's Paſtoral Care, Preface, f. 14, 15. 
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erciſe the Miniſterial Office, unleſs ordain'd by a Dioce- 
fan * 
. 2dly, hey find fault with the Adminiſtrator of Diſ- 
4 cipline. 

45 They except againſt ſome Habits us'd in Wor- 
ſhip, and ſome Ceremonies and Rites of Worſhip; ſuch 
as the Croſs in Baptiſm, the Appointment of 2 
to anſwer in the Name of the Child, and excluding the 
Parent from contracting and ſtipulating for his Child; 
together with Kneeling at the Lord's Supper, urged 
with that Severity, as to exclude all thoſe from Commu- 
nion who cannot ſubmit to theſe Impoſitions. 

1, The Diſſenters find fault with the Narromneſs of 
the Conſtitution; that none can be admitted to the 
Exerciſe of the Miniſterial Function, unleſs ordain'd by 
a Dioceſan Biſhop. Now this is an Innovation both in 
regard of the Judgment and Practice of the firſt Re- 
formers : They who drew up the Book called, Reforma- 
tio Legum Eccleſiaſticarum, ſeem to look upon Biſhops 
and Presbyters as inveſted with the ſame ſpiritual Powers 
in their Office by Jeſus Chriſt ; and expound thoſe Qua- 
lifications as belonging to a Presbyter, which are expreſly 
ſaid to belong to a Biſhop, 1 Tim. 3, Titus 1, and ex- 
pound that Care of the Flock, there ſaid to be given to 
the Biſhop, as committed to the Presbyter. Cap. 4. de Ec- 
clefia & Miniftris, They were frequently call'd of the 
' fame Order, as appears by Cranmer's Paper at the End 
it of Stillingfleet's 3 And as they believ'd they had 
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* the ſame Power given them by Jeſus Chriſt, ſo the ſame 
1 Power was given them by the Ordaining Act in the Church 
" of England: to both it was ſaid, Receive the Holy Ghoſt 
it without mentioning any Diſtinction in the Office; an 


in this Caſe it continu'd till 1662. and till this time 
they continu'd to admit Perſons to exerciſe the Miniſte- 
rial Function in the Church, who never had any ſuch 
Dioceſan Epiſcopal Ordination as is now demanded : ſuch 
as John Alaſco, Du Moulin, John Morriſon, Mr. Nat. 
Eccles of Harding in Hertfordſhire, &c, But for a fur- 
ther Account of this Matter, I refer my Reader to a 
Pamphlet lately publiſþ'd, called the Judgment of the 
Church in point of Ordination; wherein is ſhewn from 
the Offices, Rubricks, and Practice of the Church, that 
ſhe allows in Presbyters an 2 ga Right to ordain. ON 
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But, 2dly, They complain of the Adminiſtrator of 
Diſcipline, the Incumbent of the Pariſh being depriv'd ſo 
much of the Exerciſe of the Paſtoral Authority, and 
not ſuffer'd to judg of the Firneſs or Unfitneſs of his Pa- 
riſhioners for Church-Memberſhip; fo that he can't juſtify 
the Suſpenſion of any unfit Perſon, unleſs in a limited 
| time he proſecute him in the Chancellor's Court. The 
"* — Adminiſtration of Diſcipline is titularly in the Biſhop's 
72 hand, who yet by the large Extent of his Dioceſs, and the 
1 Multitude of other Employs, which later Times have 
14. annexed to his Office, is render'd uncapable of the per- 
0 ſonal Adminiſtration of Diſcipline : ſo that it is really in 
the hands of the Chancellor, who is generally a Lay- 
man; but, whether Layman or Clergyman, acts indepen- 
| dently on the Biſhop and his Presbyters. And the Pa- 
if 
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riſh Incumbents are oblig'd to receive and abide by his Ex- 

communications, or Abſolutions, on pain of Suſpenſion. 
by This Way of adminiſtring can't but be a ſenſible Grie- 
| |. vance to thoſe that have any Senſe of the Paſtoral Of- 
4 fice, or any Regard to the Purity of the Church : and 
ſome promiſing Attempts were made to reform it. 

That there have many real Iaconveniences ariſen from 
this Cauſe, is too plain to be deny'd : The Pariſh Mi- 
niſters have been oft oblig'd to excommunicate a Man 
of unblamable Life for a trifling Occaſion, ſuch as Non= 
I conformity to a Ceremony or a Geſture, or ſuch like. 
3 They have been oblig'd to abſolve or receive into Com- 

N munion an evidently impenitent Perſon, becauſe his Mo- 

ny has procur'd him a ready Abſolution, and a Commuta- 
tion of Penance ;, of all which, Inftances have not been 
wanting : or elſe they have been proſecuted, becauſe they 
would not adminiſter the Ordinances to ſuch.“ That 
the Chancellors do act independently on the Biſhop, is 
plain from the Cafe of Dr. Bedel, Biſhop of Kilmore 
and Ardagh in Ireland; who finding the growing Incon- 
venience of the Chancellor's Power, ſet himſelf to 
correct it: and taking to himſelf ſeven or eight of the 
Clergy, fat in the Conſiſtory, and drew Buſineſs from the 
Chancellor. The Chancellor ſnes him at Law, and 


_ — 
— 
— — — - - 
— 2 — 


- we _— 
- - 
— 


—— - 
— — — — — 
- — 


_ — — — —. — 4 
— — — ũ '— 
— 


CO. * 2 
CO — — ů — 
— — — 2 
— — — — — 


„ „ 
„ „„ 
- — „ — 


Dy * 


— 


— 


* Vid. Mr. Raſtrick's Caſe, at the End of Dr. Calamy's third 
Volume of Defence of moderate Nonconſormity. A 
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caſt the Biſhop; who was ſo perplext with the Affair, 
that he thought of ſurrendring his * Biſhoprick. 

To remedy the Inconvenience of the Largeneſs of 
the Biſhop's Dioceſs, Choroepiſcopi, or Biſhops Suffragan 
were appointed by the 26 of Henry the Eighth, and re- 
viv'd in the firſt of Elix. one or more in a Dioceſs; 
who were impower'd to perform all + a Acts, in 
the Abſence and Incapacity of the Biſhop by Age or 


other Hindrance f. Beſides, they who drew up the Re- 


formation of Eccleſiaſtical Laws, intended to oblige to 
a ſtricter Inſpection of the Church, than is now uſed 
the Biſhop or his Suffragan was to hold an Annual Sy- 
nod in his Dioceſs, with the Presbyters and Pariſh Priefis, 
to apply apt and proper Medicines to thoſe Diſorders that 
were crept into his Dioceſs, to treat of all falſe Doctrines, 
and determine Eccleſiaſtical Complaints and Controver- 
fies ||. And as Diſcipline was to be adminiſter'd in the 
Epiſcopal Synod, ſo according to thele Laws the Paro- 
chial Diſcipline was ſomewhat more reſtor'd, than now 
it is, 

For after Evening-Service the Minifter with the Elders 
were to meet, and amongſt other things to call thoſe to ac- 
count who had given Offence to the Church, that it might 
be preſerva pure : Firſt, a friencyy Aamonition was to be 
given by grave and ſober Men, whom if they heard, God 
was to be prais'd ;, if not, they were to lay on them ſuch 
Puniſhments as the Goſpel had og to for their Stubborn- 
neſs. And when they came to Excommunication, the 
Biſhop was to be acquainted (I ſuppoſe in his Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Synod mention'd before) and if he conſented and 
gave his Authority, it was to be pronounc'd before the 
whole Church.** Re 

In Reference to the Admiſſion of Church-Members, 
the Miniſter was to have notice ſo long before the Ad- 
miſſion, that he might tate time to clear their Conſciences, 
that he might deal with them if any thing was done by them 
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* Vide Bedel's Life. 

+ Vide Dr. Brett of Church-Government. 

[| Vide Tit. de Eccleſia & Miniſtris, Cap. 19. ad finem. 

** Vide Tit. de Divinis Officiig, Cap. 10, 1 1. in Ref. Legum Ec- 
cleſiaſticarum. 
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wickedly or ſupertitiou/ly, that was an Offence to the Church. 
then he ſhall inquire into their Faith, that he may correct 
their Ignorance, diſcourage their Contumacy, and confirm 
them _ doubt ing; for to the Table of the Lord none 
Should be taken that is not compleat in the Faith. And if 
any of thoſe that prepare for the Lord's Supper be weak in 
any Part of Religion, or wounded in Conſcience, he ſhall 
have free Acceſs to the Miniſter, that he may receive 
Comfort, and the Eaſe of his Grief :* And upon Satisfac- 
tion given to the Minifter he was to be admitted, and if 
need be abſolv d or diſcharg'd of his Burden. I And in ano- 
ther Place they tell us, That no Man is to be admitted to 
the Sacraments, till he ſhall give an account of his Faith in 
the Church. || The Remiſſneſs of Diſcipline in the ordi- 
nary Method, renders ſuch a Reformation as this, or in- 
deed a greater neceſſary ; but this will poſlibly be re- 
ceiv'd better in the Words of a Writer of the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church. The Book is call'd, The Church's Wiſh for the re- 

Roring of Diſcipline cnſider d. Page 271, 272. 

He obſerves, That the ſubordinate Officers in our Court s 
ao at preſent, as all the World ſee, but ill manage the Power 
of the Church, converting it chiefly to their own Advantage 
with little or no Regard to the Ends of Religion; inſomuc 
that the 3 of Diſcipline is wholly abated, the Ex- 
erciſe of that which is, is corrupted, the Proceeding againſt 
Offenders partial and dilatory: and if any Penances are 
enjoin'd, tis with almoſt no reſpect to rue Repentance, nor is 
much Conſideration of that had in Relaxation of Cenſures. 
So Subterfuges and Evaſions are alſo found in almoſt 
every Caſe, that the good Rules of Diſcipline ſeldom take 
place: Thus he. | 
But we proceed to the 3d Sort of things that are 
complain'd of, which are certain Habits us'd in Wor- 
ſhip, certain Rites and Ceremonies, and Circumſtances of 
Worſhip; ſach as Kneeling at the Lord's Supper, the 
Croſs in Baptiſm, God fat hers to the Excluſion of the Pa- 
rents, &c. which they cou'd be glad to ſee either whol- 
ly taken away, or at leaſt left indifferent : It is to them 
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Et ſi plene ſe Miniſtro probaverit, ſi opus fuerit, ſolyatur, 
+ Vide Tit. de divinis Officiis, Cap. 7. . 
I Cat. 5. de Sacramentis, 
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Matter of Complaint, that theſe things ſhou'd be ſo ſe- 
verely urg'd, as to exclude thoſe Perſons from Commu- 
nion who can't comply, who yet have a right by the 
Goſpel-Charter. They pretend not to condemn thoſe 
whoſe Conſciences are ſatisfy'd with them, but they defire 
the Uſe of them may not be 7-po'd on them that diſ- 
like them : And are pleas'd to find the firſt Reformers 
of the Church of England of this charitable Spirit, They 
whodrew up King Edward the 6th's firſt Common-Prayer 
Book, 1548. tho they appointed ſuch kind of Ceremo- 
nies as are ordinarily to be obſerv'd, yet ſhew'd ſo great 
Regard to tender Conſciences, that in certain Notes at 
the Beginning of the Book they tell us, That as for Knee- 
ling, Knocking, Croſſing, and ſuch like, they may be taken 
or left as every Man's Devotion ſerves, without blame, 
Had ſuch a Regard to the Minds of Men been obſerv'd, 
(which are as different as their different Ways of Edu- 
cation) we might have been an happy People. Had 
thoſe whoſe Judgment approve theſe Ceremonies, and 
find them contribute to their Devotion, been contented 
to aſe em themſelves, and at the ſame time ſuffer'd thoſe 
that diſlike them to omit em, the Occaſion of Complaint 
had been remov'd. 

The ſecond Book of King Edward, drawn up in 1552. 
omitted moſt of the ſcrupled Veſtments, and requir'd 
the Biſhop to uſe only a Rochet, and the Miniſter a 
Surplice, omitting the Albs, Copes, and Veſtment. 

he Canons or Injunctions of 1571. forbid the wear- 
ing of the Grey Amice, or any Garment defild with 
like Superſtition : The Reaſon here given, equally extends 
to the laying aſide or leaving it indifferent to thoſe, who 
diſlike any other Habits ſo abu d. 

But we arenow to follow King Edward to his Grave, 
by whoſe Death the Reformation receiv'd a deſperate 
Wound. The Proteſtants are either hurry'd to the Srake 
Obſcure at home, or Exiles abroad. As to the Senſe of 
thoſe who ſtay'd at home, they were of different Opi- 
nions ; as for the Exiles, they ſufficiently ſhew'd them- 
ſelves where abroad, and after their Return home were 
deſirous of a further Reformation. But it may not be 
amiſs to give ſome brief account of the Judgment of 


thoſe Exiles, who were afterwards Biſhops of the Englifþ 


Church, and the Glories of the Reformation. 
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The moſt remarkable Church was that at Frankfort, 
too much known by its unhappy Differences, a parti- 
cular Account of which is publiſhed : and upon the 
whole we may obſerve, 

1/t, That they that firſt arriv'd at Frankfort, were 
ſuch as defir'd a further Reformation. 

24ly, The Order of Geneva oft refer'd to, tho it de- 
ſcrib'd a Form of Adminiſtration, yet allow'd Liberty 
to the Miniſter to uſe that, or one to the like Effect. 

zaly, This Form requir'd the Father, with one Per- 
ſon preſent, to dedicate his Child, and to make the u- 


ſual Profeſſion of his Faith, the Croſs omitted; and the 


Table · Geſture in the Lord's-Supper continued. 

4thly, After Knox and his Party were driven away, by 
the Artifices of Dr. Cox; the Order agreed upon by all 
the Engliſh Church at Frankfort, omitted certain Rites 
and Ceremonies preſcribed by Edward 6th's Book: and 
tho theſe are not expreſs'd, yet if we judg by the De- 
fires of the ſame Perſons when they were returned 
home, they ſeem to be thoſe before, and after com- 
plained of. For thus they fay in Article 5th of Diſci- 
pline: * We obſerve and keep the Form and Order of the 
Ainiftration of the Sacraments and of Common-Prayer, as 
it i ſet forth by the Authority of the Bleſſed King Edward of 
famous Memory, in the laſt Book of Engliſh Service: 
whereof notwithſtanding, in the reſpett of Times, Places, 
and other Circumſtances, Certain Rites and Ceremonies ap- 
pointed in the ſaid Book, as things indifferent, may be left 
out, as we at this preſent do. 

And it is obſervable, that when Horn and Chambers 
object againſt two Paſtors of equal Authority (as the 
ſeventh Article preſcribes) the other Divines anſwer; 
They ſee f not by the Scripture any Authority given 
to any one above others, but rather the contrary ;, and 
that Jerom ſays, at firſt the Church was governed e- 
qually by many, and the chief Authority was given to 
one rather by Man's Ordinance, than Divine Autho- 
rity, But Queen Mary, after a ſhort, but bloody 
Reign, was ſeaſonably removed, and Queen Elizabeth 
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* Vide Phenix, Vol. 2. P · 129. 


+ Ibid. p- 144. 
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SN . | 
aſcends the Throne, to the Joy of all Proteſtants; and 
then at the ſame time appear'd the two foremention'd 
Parties. Some through Politick Views would depart no 
farther from Popery, than what was barefac'd Idolatry, 
or the moſt groſs Superſtition, whilſt a ſincerer ſort 
conſulted pure and undefiled Religion, and were for lay- 
ing aſide all the Remains and Footſteps of Popery and 
Superſtition, With the former Scheme fell in, anhap- 
pily, the Oueen, the Court, and the Generality of thoſe 
that ſtay'd at home; with the latter fell in the Exiles, 
bat were not able to. carry it, as will appear by the 
Sequel, 

The Divines of Zurich, who very kindly entertain'd 
the Engliſb Exiles, were drawn thereby into a peculiar 
Sollicitude for the Engl: Church; and accordingly 
hearing of Queen Elizabeth's Advancement, Gualter one 
of the Paſtors at Zurich, a Man of emineat Piety, 
Learning and Peaceableneſs, takes the firſt opportunity 
to write into England to one Maſters a Phy ſician to the 
Queen, to preſs a thorow Reformation. In his Let- 
'ter he wiſhes, that they would not hearken to the Ac- 
cuſation of thoſe Men, who when they ſaw that Popery 
could not be honeſtly defended, nor intirely retained, 
would uſe all Artifices to have the outward Face of Re- 
ligion remain mixed and uncertain ; ſo that while an 
Evangelical Reformation is pretended, thoſe things ſhall 
be obtruded on the Cured, which will make the re- 
— 2 back to Popery, Superſtition, and Idolatry very 
eaſy.— | 

He tells him, he apprehends that in the beginning, 
while Men may ftudy to avoid the giving ſome ſmall 
Offence, many things may be ſuffer'd under this Colour, 
that they will be continued but a little while: But ſays 
he, afterwards it will ſcarce be poſſible by all the endea- 
vours that can be uſed to get them removed, however 
it won't be done without great ſtruggling :——Thus he. 
This great Man was ſenſible of the Subtleties of the Pa- 
piſts, who ſtudy to palliate and excuſe what they can't 
defend; and was ſe fible that Corruptions that are not 
removed in the fcſt Zeal for lon become 
afterwards familiar, and are hardly removed, when the 
firſt Zeal is over; and ſo it fell out with us. This was 
Wrote Jan. 1559, Vid. 8 zd Vol. 5 
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However, ſome Reformation was reſolved on; and 
Divines were appointed to draw up a Service-Book in 
1559. and had their Judgment been followed, we might 
have been more happy than we are; they ſeem'd ated 
by a tender Concern for thoſe, whoſe Conſciences de- 
fir'd a further Reformation: And this, I doubt not, 
would more fully appear, could we have ſeen the origi- 
nal Draught of the Service-Book, as it went up to the 
Parliament; but that we are not like to do. 

However, it was ſuch as might have been ſomething 
ſatisfactory to tender Conſciences, as appears by Dr. 
Gueft, (afterwards Biſhop of Rochefter, and who was one 
of the Compilers:) his Letters to Sir William Cecill are 
preſerved in the Repoſitory of Mr. Strype's Annals; 
wherein he gives ſome account of the Reaſons of their 
proceeding in the compiling of that Book : and, amongſt 
other things, he argues with great ſtrength of reaſon- 
ing againſt the incumbring the Service-Book with thoſe 
Ceremonies, which in Edward the 6th's ſecond Common- 
Prayer Book had been taken away; and lays down this 
Poſition, that Ceremonies once taken away as ill uſed, 
ſhould not be taken again, tho they be not evil of them- 
ſelves, but might be well uſed; and that for theſe 
four Reaſons, 

, Becauſe the Galatians were reproved of Paul for 
receiving again the Ceremonies which once they had for- 
ſaken, Gal. 6. | 

24ly, Paul bids us not only to abſtain from Evil, but 
the Appearance of it, Phil. 2, and for this Hezekiah 
brake the brazen Serpent, 2 Kings 18, 

34ly, The Goſpel 1s a ſhort word, putting away the 
Law which ſtood in Decrees and Ceremonies, anda light 
eaſy Yoke delivering us from them; Eph. 2. Rom. 10. 

4:hly, Becauſe theſe Ceremonies were deviſed by Man, 
and abuſed to Idolatry : as Chriſt, with his Apoltles 
would not waſh 06214 of becauſe ſuperſtitioully uſe 

y the ugh and Paul forbad the Corinthians to eat 
Meat offer'd to an Idol, tho an Idol was nooling, And 
after he had given an account of other things, he 
ceeds to defend the Draught of the Book, in the Poſture 
of receiving the Sacrament : where after he had de- 
tended the poſture of Sanding from Ireneus, Fuſtin 
Mariyr and Auguſtin, he ſays, that tho this is the og 

uſe 
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uſe of the Church to communicate Standing ; yet, be- 
cauſe it is taken by ſome of it ſelf to be ſinful to receive 
Kneeling, whereas it is of it ſelf lawful, it is left in- 
different to every man's choice to follow one way or 
other, to teach Men that it's lawful ts receive either 


either Kneeling or Standing. 


Had this happy Temper been obſerved, it would have 
led the way to ſuch further Reformation, which the 
ſtiffneſs of Impoſers has render'd impracticable: could 
they but have preſerved this Principle, that thoſe things 
which Chriſt had left indifferent ſhou'd be continued 
ſo, and that it might be left indifferent to every Man's 
Choice to follow the one way or t'other; this would 
have made Men eaſy, by removing the Cauſes of Com- 

laint. 
- But when this Draught of the Book came to the Par- 
liament, it met with great oppoſition, the Ceremo- 
nies left out were reſtored, and it was alter'd for the 
worſe from what it was at firſt drawn up by the Di- 


vines. However Sandhes (afterwards Biſhop of Wor- 
ceſter) writing to Dr. Parker (afterwards Arch-Biſhop 


of Canterbury) tells him, that he hopes they ſhall not 
be oblig'd to uſe them, only others ſhall not take them 
away till the Queen gives ſuch Orders. The State of 
the Nation was at that time very bad, the generality 
ſuch as had either ſubmitted to Popery, in Queen Marys 
Time, or concealed their Proteſtantiſm by ſome trim- 
ming Compliances; and therefore either hated a Refor- 
mation, or were not fond of carrying it far, and could 
not be without that Pomp and Magnificence in Wor- 
ſhip that they were uſed to. The Divines who drew 
up the Book, were but private Perſons, and had no 
Vote, and but little Intereſt ; there was not one Pro- 
teſtant Biſhop in any of the Sees, but all Popiſh ones. 
Jewel, in a Letter to Peter Martyr, gives him this ac- 
count, That thoſe Popiſh. Biſhops hindred the Reforma- 
tion, becauſe they ſitting in the Upper Houſe amongſt 
the Lords, and having no Proteſtant Riſhops there to 
refute their Fallacies, they did what they would among 
Men that were unskill'd in compariſon of them. The 
generality of Men were difinclined, as Jewel writes to 
Peter Martyr, April 10. 1559, and laments their want 
Induſt Re 
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ther then abouts, he ſays, they were ſtriving to reſtore 
Religion to what it was in the latter end of King Ed- 


0 ward's Time; but for his part, he could not ſee that 
"I Alacrity of Mind in their Men, as was before in the Pa- 
17 piſts. They are, ſaid he, now debating about the Veſt- 

| 


* 


ments; which he calls Scenical (or the Habits of the 
v1, Stage) ſo that what they two had ſo often laugh'd at, 
jt | ſome Men, he knew not who, for they were not of the 


Conſultation, began to debate gravely and ſeriouſly a- 


1; bout it, as if Religion could not conſiſt without thoſe. 
Wits: + Veſtments: ſome cried up a Golden Mediocrity, which 
195 he was afraid would prove a Leaden one. So hearty were 


theſe Proteſtant Divines (who were afterwards Biſhops) 
Hl fora further Reformation; but thoſe Times would not 
14:08 bear it! In another Letter to Peter Martyr, dated 
AY 15 , 4 
n Nov. 6. 1559. he tells him what Debates were raiſed 
171 about the Veſtments (which he calls the Habits of the 
171 Stage) and wiſhes they could be freed from them; they 
4H were not wanting to ſo good a Cauſe, bat others ſeemed 
TR to love them: but afterwards he ys, theſe are the Re- 
Bt: licks of the Amorites, which can't be denied ; and he 
114% wiſh'd at ſome time or other all theſe might be taken 
hi: away, and extirpated to the very Roots. Nou. 16. 
Witt: writing to Martyr, he acquaints him with the Cruci- 
141 fix yet remaining in the Queen's Chappel; the occaſion 
Wit) of which is, he ſuppoſes, a peice of ſecret worldly Po- 
Et: - licy, but does not approve it. I have laid the Letters 
17-8 together, which paſs tj between the Divines of the eſta- 
1 bliſh'd Church, and the foreign Divines ; becauſe they 
. give a Specimen of the faithful Zeal of many of them 
148 for a further Reformation, and give us alſo Reaſons why 
| it went no further: There are many other Letters, re- 
ferring to -other Periods of the Reformation,” which 
ſerving to illuſtrate this Hiſtory, I ſhall mention them 
in their proper Periods, from the Copies of them in the 
Third Volume of Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation. 
To proceed, we are now about. to obſerve, that the 
1 Biſhops were laid aſide, who had been the grea- 
teſt Obſtruction to the Reformation, and Proteſtant 
ones were conſecrated in their places; and then one 
would have imagin'd, the Reformation ſhould have 
been carry'd on to greater Satisfaction: but alas! a 
Fondneſs for Magnificence and antient Cuſtoms remained 
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re ſtill at Court, that nothing more could be done. 
A But the Correſpondence, which had been broken off 
iat with Zurich for ſome time, now begins again; and in 
Ra Hb. 1560. Jewel (Biſhop of Saliabury) writes to Perer 
ſ- artyr, and . mentions a: remarkable Paſſage, which 
he ſhews an unhappy Inſtance of the Weakneſs of Men's 
1 Minds, in a Fondneſs for Ceremonies, and a Reaſon why 
he the Reformation was not carry'd on to the degrees that 
a- were deſir'd : for tho many of thoſe Divines who had 
oſe been driven abroad, were neee. deſirous of a further 
ich Reformation, yet thoſe that ſtayed at home, retained 
Ye. a Fondneſs for theſe Papiſtical-Relicks ; for there was 
ps) a Debate ſtarted about retaining Images in Churches. 
lot Biſhop: Fewel obſerves, it is not to be imagin d to what 
ed a degree of Folly ſome Men were carry'd in that matter, 
ſed who were thought to have a right Judgment in other 
the things; He lays, that a Diſputation was to be held 
ey next day, before ſome of the Council; where Parker 
ed (Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury) and Cox were to defend 


the uſe of Images in Churches; and Grindal (Biſhop of 
London) and himſelf were to oppoſe : He could not but 
ſmile to think, what grave and ſolid Reaſons would be 
brought in defence of the Croſs The Succeſs we are 
not expreſly told, but I ſuppoſe, they that oppos'd it, 
carry'd their Point; becauſe they were generally taken 
down, and Cox among the reft (when Biſhop of Ely) 
earneſtly preſs'd the Queen to remove it out of her Chap 
pel. However it gives one a diſcouraging proſpect of 
the ſtate of the Reformation, when the Arch Biſhop 
of Canterbury, Head of the Church, muſt defend theſe 
Papiſtical Relicks. Sands (Biſhop of Worcefter) writing 
to Peter Martyr, April 10 1560. tells him, that ſome 
Corruptions yet remain, that he had 1 — to the 
Queen ſo freely about the Furniture of her Chappel, 
that he had like to have loſt his Biſhoprick; but he 
hoped God, in whoſe hands are the Hearts of Kings, 
would inſtead of Confuſion give Peace, and free his 
Church from thoſe Stumbling-blocks ; Popiſh Veſt- 
ments ſtill remain, but he hop'd they wou'd not much 
longer; he ſaid it was eaſy to ſuggeſt what hindred, 
the pretence of Unity cauſed Diviſions, © © 
Jewel (Biſhop of Sarum) writing to Martyr, Feb. 
1562. Wiſhes, that all the Remains of former A, 
r | with 
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(22) 
with all the Rubbiſh, and even the Duſt that might 
yet remain, might be taken away. - 

But our Correſpondence with Zurich now breaks off, 
and we're called to attend the famous Convocation o 
1562. which compiled the Articles which we now have: 

where we ſhall find very noble Efforts for a further Re- 

formation. After they had ſettled the Articles of Re- 

ligion, and ſigned them, they proceeded to treat of 

Diſcipline, 

* And here, Sands (Biſhop of Worcefter) offered his 
pinion ; 

(1.) That Baptiſm might be reſtrained to the Miniſters 
of the Sacrament. | 

(2.) That the Collect for Croſſing might be blotted 
out; as it ſeems very Superftitious, ſo it is not needful. 
To carry on the ſame Deſign, about thirty of the Lower 
Houſe ſent up a Requeſt concerning ſuch things as that 
_ nevertheleſs agreed not to by common Con- 

ent *. 

I, About the manner of ſinging of Pſalms by the 
whole Congregation, and that all curious Singing and 
Organs might be removed. | 

24, That none might 4” a but Miniſters 1 * 
and that they might leave off the Sign of the Croſs uſed 
dn Baptiſm. 

34, That kneeling be left to the diſcretion of the 
Ordinary, 

The 4th and 5th refer'd to the taking away the Veſt- 
ments, diſliked. | | 

6th, Refer'd to a mitigation of a Sentence in one of 
the Articles, | 

The 7th refer'd to the aboliſhing all Saints-Feaſts, and 
Holy-days bearing the name of a Creature, or only a 
Commemoration of them by Sermons, Homilies and 
Common-Prayer ; after which is over, Men may apply 
themſelves to Labour. On the 13th of February there 


were great Debates in the Lower-Houſe upon certain 


Articles, brought in by thoſe that Jn a further Re. 
formation, which were ſuch as theſe f. | 


Ret = LOR LS 
* Vid. Strype's Annals, P. 298. 135 
1 Collection of Records, N. 74, Vid. 3d Vol. Bp. Burnet, p. 1 
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| (23) 
1, That all Holy-days, _ * Wann and the Feaſt 
1 . 


that related to Chriſt, be abol 

zd, Refers to the Place and Manner of Reading the 
Common-Prayer, - | | 

34, That in the Miniſtry of Baptiſm, the Ceremony 
of making the Croſs in the Child's Fore-head may be omit- 
ted, as tending to Superſtition. 

4th, That the Order of Kneeling may be left to the 
Diſcretion of the Ordinary, within his Juriſdict ion. 

925 Refer'd to the laying aſide the Veſtments uſed 
in Times of Popery. And the 

6th, Refer'd to the Removal of Organs. 

After theſe Articles were brought in, there aroſe 
great Debates ; many proteſting they would admit no 
Alteration of the Orders, Rules, Rites and Regulations 
already ſettled by the —.— Book: There were alſo 

ublick Diſputations, between Learned Men, to the 
umber of Thirteen. 

In Concluſion, the Honſe was counted upon a Divi- 
viſion, and this remarkable Occurrence hapned : Thoſe 
that were for a further Reformation carry d it by eight 
of them that were preſent, being forty three againſt 
thirty five; but when they came to count the Proxies 
of abſent Perſons, theſe made up fifty eight for the 
Propoſitions, and fifty nine againſt them. So that 
theſe happy Eſſays, which would have gone a great way 
towards the removing the Diſſatisfaction of good Men, 
deſirous of a further Reformation, and united the whole 
Proteſtant Intereſt, and freed Religion from the grea- 
teſt Incumbrances of human Inventions and Ceremonies, 
by reducing it nearer to the Scripture Original, were 
fatally loſt in the Lower-Houſe, by the Proxies of ab- 
ſent Perſons, who had not heard the Debates, or Rea- 
ſons in defence of them, | 

But theſe came to nothing. Preſently after this, a 
Book of Diſcipline was agreed to by the Lower. Houſe, 
and ſent up to the Biſhops, but it was there dropt; 
for preſently after came a Prorogation by the Royal 
Writ, and 10 it ended. So that, to the amazement of 
all conſidering Men, that Reformation which had been 
ſettled by an Act of the State, when there was not one 
Proteſtant Biſhop in any of the Sees, but all of Queen 
Mary's Biſhops z and the Parliament ſuch in genera be 
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(24) | 

had either comply d with Popery in Queen Afarys days 

or been very reſerv:d in owning of Proteſtantiſm ; coul 

never be carry'd further; when all the Biſhops were 
Proteſtants, and ſo many eminent Divines defir'd and 
endeavour'd it, Thoſe who but in the year before were 
ſunk in the Darkneſs of Popery, or diſſembling their 
Opinion for Proteſtantiſm, could never be ſuppoſed de- 
ſirous to carry the Reformation to any great degree of 
Purity; nay, it's plain they carry'd it 4 from 


what it was in the latter end of King Edward's days: 


Their former Practice, but a Year before, would fly in 
their Face, Burt, that in this Queen's Reign, when all the 


'Biſhops were Proteſtants, it ſhould be carry'd no fur- 
ther, muſt be owing to fome Reaſons, which do not at 
all tend to the Reputation of thoſe, at ' whoſe door 
they were to be laid. Thoſe who preſs'd a Reformation 


further, did not deſire any thing to be taken away that 
defaced the Beauty of Religion, or deformed the Con- 
ſtitution; nothing that our Saviour, or his Apoſtles in- 
ſtituted, or that render'd' the Service more acceptable 


to God : but only a Redreſs of ſuch things as their Con- 


ſciences were diffatisfy'd with, and that thoſe" things 
might be left indifferent, which Chriſt had left ſo. 
Many. indeed did ſabmit, not becauſe they were plea- 
ſed with the things impoſed, but leſt the Reformation 
ſhould decline back for want of Hands to ſupport it. 
But others fill preſs'd further, of whom we ſhall hear 
more afterwards. 9.1 3.472108 4 15 
The Convocation having finiſh'd the Articles, and le 
the Affairs of Diſcipline and Worſhip as they found 
them; there was a Clauſe in the firſt Act of Uniformity, 
empowering the Queen to ordain and publiſh ſuch fur- 
ther Ceremonies, as might be for the advancement of 
God's Glory, the edifying of his Church, and the due 
Reverence for Chriſt's Holy Myſteries and Sacrament *. 
Then things being thus ſettled by an AR of State, but 
no particular Obligation laid upon People by Aſſent, 
ription, or formal Declaration to conform thereto, 
People practis d ſtill according to their Opinions: which 
Diverſity being taken notice of, the Queen appoints an 


Sth. 


— _— 


* Vid. Burnet, Fol. 3. p. 306. 
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Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion of ſix Biſhops, to agree upon 


; 
3 certain Orders, to procure an Uniformity; wherein, 
e amongſt other things, a Form of Subſcription was requi- 
4 red, promiſing to obſerve an Uniformity in Laws Eſta- 
e bliſh'd *. This revived the former Debate, and each 
1 Side applying to foreign Divines, their Letters afford us 
. ſome curious Obſervations, relating to the Cauſe of a fur- 
f ther Reformation, which deſerve to be taken notice of. 
n On the 16th of July, 2 Horn (Biſhop of Win- 
cheſt er) acquaints them with the Debates that were riſen 
n concerning the Habits: the Act of Parliament was made 
* before they were in Office, ſo that they had no hand 
*l in it. The Biſhops had obeyed, as thinking the matter 
t indifferent, and leſt Enemies ſhould come into their 
r Places, if they ſhould deſert. Upon this there- was a 
n Diviſion formed; ſome thought they ought rather to 
it be put from the Miniſtry than obey the Law, there- 
hs fore he deſires their Opinion: They were in 1 to 
* procure an Alteration next Parliament, but he feared 
e there would be great Oppoſition from the Popiſh Party. 
7 Upon the Receipt of this Letter, which was wrote in 
8 the name of all the Biſhops, Bullinger and Gualter 
write both to the Biſhops and Diſſenters, (as we may 
1- call them.) To the Biſhops, they lament the unhappy 
n Diviſions, approve their Zeal, who wiſhed to have the 
t. Church purged from all the dregs of Popery; and on 
r the other hand commend their Prudence, who would 
not forſake it for Veſtments : and in the ſame ſtrain 
ft they urge thoſe that could not comply; that is, Sampſon 
d and Humphryes, who were the moſt conſiderable of that 
„ Party. Now it is to be obſerv'd, that principally men- 
r tion being made of the Veſtments, as the Cauſes of com- 
1 plaint, had like to have led the foreign Divines into a 
Ee - miſtake, as to the nature of our Conſtitution, as if 
* thoſe were the only things that needed Reforming ; 
It which therefore they thought a trifling Controverſy, 


t, and not worth leaving the Miniſtry for; as they wrote 
D, to the Biſhops. The Biſhops, pleaſed with the Anſwer of 
h the foreign Divines, printed their Letters; and by ma- 
n ny, their Judgment in this Affair of the Veſtments was 
* 


* Vid. Burnet, vol. 2. p. 307. 
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(26) 
extended to all other Complaints; and thoſe of the 
Eſtabliſhment that were for no further Reformation 
triumphed as for a Victory. But to ſet Bullin er and 
Gualter right in their Notions of the matters in Debate, 
Sampſon and Humphryes, the principal Men in this Affair, 
wrote to them in July, 1565. That the Habits were ſtill 
matters of Complaint, which they would deſire to ſee 
refify'd ; that their Anſwer had not ſatisfy'd them, that 
they placed no Religion in theſe Veſtments, but oppoſed 
them that did; that they did not deſert their Churches, 
but were driven from them; that they left their Bre- 
thren to ſtand or fall to their own Maſter, and defir'd the 
ſame Forbearance from them: And in concluſion tell 
them, that there are many other things in the eſtabliſh'd 
Church, which they diſlike as well as Habits; and gave 
them a Liſt of ſeveral : 

1.) A Face of Popiſh Superſtitions in Prayers. 

23 Organs and Prick-Song. 

3.) In the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, the Miniſter 
asks the Godfathers in the Name of the Child, the Pa- 
rent being abſent, and then they ſign him with the Sign 
of the Croſs. | 

(4-) Womens Baptiſm. 

(F.) Habits worn at Communion, the Communicants 
oblig'd to receive Kneeling. And, 

6.) The Habits worn out of Worſhip. 
7.) Want of Diſcipline. 

(5 Miniſters Marriage not allowed by Law. 

9.) Marriage of the Popiſh Manner by the Ring. 
10.) Churching of Women with a Veil. 

8 1.) The Management of the Spiritual Courts, 
where every thing is to be ſold; Diſpenſation for Plu- 
ralities, Non-reſidences, pro non initiando in Sacris, for 
eating Fleſh in forbidden Days, ſuch as Lent; Diſpen- 
(ation for Matrimony at forbidden Times. | 

(12.) Miniſters not allow'd to preach, without Sub- 
ſcriptions to approve all the Ceremonies. 

(13.) The Omiſſion of the Article, that oppoſes the 
real Preſence, 

This Repreſentation gave the Divines of Zurich 
another Apprehenſion as to the State of the Church. 
They ſaw the Corruptions numerous that wanted 
Reformation, and knew not well how to engage fur- 
| er: 
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(27) 
ther: Therefore in their Anſwer, tho they perſevere 
in the Opinion, that the Habits might be comply'd 


with, yet they would go no further; they did not ap- 


prove of any Popiſh Defilements or Superſtitions, nor 


do they enter into the things of which they do now com- 
lain, and of which they knew nothing before: theſe 
they ſay) were matters of much greater Conſequence, 
than Surplices or Copes; ſo that they hop'd, their Let- 
ters about Habits could not be ſtretched to theſe matters, 
Bullinger and Gualter ſeeing plainly that the State 
of the Church needed further Reformation, thought it 
the moſt proper Courſe to leave off Diſputing, and by 
earneſt Addreſſes to their Friends in England, preſs the 
Cauſe of a further Reformation, And accordingly, 
Sept. 11, 1566, they wrote to the Earl of Bedford, 
preſſing him to find a Temper in theſe matters; and 
gave him an account, that they were ſtill in the ſame 
mind about the Veſtments as before; that they did not 
think them of ſuch importance as to quit the Miniſtry 
for them, but they were lorry to find other matters are 
excepted againſt, that plainly ſavour of Popery : (theſe 


were the things mention'd in Sampſon's Letter wrote in 
TY 1565. juſt mention'd.) They are ſorry that their 
uag 


ment about Veſtments ſhould be extended to other 
things, which they can by no means approve, They 
beg of him to intercede for their ſuffering Brethren, who 
tho they might offend in ſome things, deſerved Pardon 
on the account of their Zeal for Religion; ſince the 
only thing for which they ſuffer'd was, that Religion 
might be purged from the dregs of Popery f. They 
wrote alſo to Horn Biſhop of Winchefter, and Grindal 
Biſhop of London, wherein they are concern'd that 
their Letter wrote in May laſt, about Habits, had been 
extended to other things, which they knew not. of : 
It's ſtill their Judgment, that the Church is not to be 
forſaken for Veſtments; but they now hear of other 
things which the Miniſters muſt comply with, or leave 
their Stations, (ſuch as thoſe mention'd before, with 
ſome others, about which it ſhould appear by the Bi- 
ſhops Anſwer they were miſinform'd) which they did 
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not approve of it ſeems, They obſerve, that it appears 
to them by the Conſtitution, that all Eccleſiaſtical 
Power is in the Hands of the Biſhops, and that Paſtors 
are. not permited to give Judgment in Ecclefiaſtical 
Affairs; and at laſt conclude with earneſt Defires that 
the wa would promote the Purity of the Church, 
and with Prayers for its Peace. This Letter containing 
Advice of the higheſt Importance, was anſwer'd by 
Grindal Biſhop of London, and Horn Biſhop of Vin- 
chefter, in a long Letter, wherein they candidly obſerve 
to them ſome things, about which they wete miſtaken, 
concerning the State of the Church; and endeavour to 
extenuate and excuſe other things that were complained 
of, and at laſt give their own Judgment with great 
Freedom and Latitude. 

They appeal to God, that this Diſſenſion was not 
Taiſed by any fault of theirs; that it lay not at their 
door, that theſe Veſtments were not taken away : they 
may take their Oaths upon it, that they had uſed all 
poſſible Endeavours in that matter, to obtain that 
Which their Brethren deſir'd, and they themſelves wiſh- 
ed for. Then they enter'd upon ſome particular Corrup- 
tions yet remaining; and affirm, that they did not ap- 
you of figur'd Muſick and Organs, nor of Womens 

aptizings: They gave way, till God ſhould give better 
days, to the Form of asking Sponſors in Baptiſm in the 
Child's Name; but they declare openly that they thought 
it not convenient; nor did they approve of uſing the 
Croſs in Baptiſm : They alſo ſuffer d the Poſture of 
Kneeling, with the due Caution preſcribed in the Book. 
As to the Abuſes of their Courts, tho they can't correct 
them intirely, yet they did openly inveigh againſt them, 
which they would continue to do, till they ſhould be 
ſent back to Hell, from whence they came, They had 
labour'd in the laft Parliament to purge out all Errors 
and Abuſes; which tho it had not the deſir'd Effect, 


yet they would not give over their Endeavours to bring 


it to an happy Concluſion, Jewel Biſhop of Salisbury 
writing to them next year, _ the Continuance of 
theſe things on the Queen's ſtiffneſs. The Debates ſtill 


continued, and ſhe obliges Arch-Biſhop Parker, Biſhop 
Grindal, and ſome others to bear a little hard upon 
F the Non-Conformitts ; who thereupon wrote 


ſome o 


to 
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rs to Bullinger and Gualter to intercede with the Biſho 
-al that if theſe things could not be taken away, the Omiſ- 
Irs ſion might be tolerated to them. 
-al Bullinger and Gualter wrote Letters of Interceſſion, as 
at they were delir'd, directed to Grindal Biſhop of London, 
ch, Horn of Wincheſter, and Parkhurſt of Norwich; where- 
ng ö in they expreſs their Sorrow to hear, that Learned Men 
by ſhould be depriv'd and put into Priſon, [for their Non- 
in- conformity; ] That ſome in Ireland, who had the like 
ve Scruples, were ſpar'd thro the Interceſſion of their Bi- 
en, ſhops; which makes it probable, the like Favour might 
to be obtain'd here, if they would intercede : This, they 
ed hop'd, the Biſhops would do, ſince they acknowledg'd 
at | it was better for the Church, that theſe things were laid 
aſide; and affirm, they had oft mov'd the Parliament to 
lot have them taken away, that ſo the Church might be 
eir more pure, and leſs burden'd. They conclude with 
ey Hopes that they would endeavour to procure Peace for 
all their Brethren; to which they earneſtly, but modeſtly, 
hat preſs them. This is the Subſtance of that Correſpon- 
ſh- .dence that paſs'd between our Biſhops and the Foreign 
up- Proteſtant Divines; in which we may obſerve a great 
ap- deal of good Temper, and good Judgment, in their De- 
ens | fires to have had the Church reform'd from all Remains 
ter and Footſteps of Popery, and Satisfaction given to ſcru- 


pulous and tender Conſciences: but the Stiffneſs of the 
Queen, and the Prevalence of Popiſh Counſels in Par- 
liament “, and that Fondneſs for Pomp and Magnifi- 


cence 


mw 


*- Strype, in his Life of Archbiſhop Parker, gives us a full Proof 
of the Prevalence of Popiſh Counſels at the beginning of Queen Eli- 
zabeth's Reign. Vid. Strype's Parker Br. c. 7, p. 109. where be 
tells us the Diſpleaſure the Queen took at the married Clergy, the 

Archbiſhop attributed to certain Perſons about the Rucen, who 
hated the true Religion, and did it to ſubvert the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

But that which the Archbiſhop was ſtartled with above the rept, 
was, that ſhe told him, ſhe had other manner of Injunctions which 
ſhould follow; as tho ſhe had Thoughts of ſetting out Injunttions 
in favour of Popery : for ſo the Archbiſhop ſeem*d to underſtand the 
Wards, when refletting on them he rote to the Secretary, That 
there would not be wanting thoſe of that contemptible Flock, that 
would not ſhrink to offer their Blood in defence of Chriſi's Veri 


uy, 


&c. and ſhould be ſorry the Clergy ſbould be forc'd to ſhew their 
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(39) 

cence in Worſhip among the Generality, hinder'd the 
Reformation from going any further. In this ſtate 
things continu'd during the Government of Archbiſhop 
Parker in the See of Canterbury; who dying 1575. was 
ſucceeded by Dr. Grindal, tranſlated from York to Can- 
terbury. He was a moſt Excellent Prelate, and Pious 
Man ; and, having been in Exile himſelf, he knew the 
Heart of a Stranger, and carry'd it with great Mode- 
ration and Tenderneſs towards thoſe, who deſir'd a fur- 
ther Reformation, In his Time I find one remarkable 
Attempt made in the Convocation of 1580. about the 
Reformation of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, and the Abu- 
fes of Excommunication, by Lay-Chancellors applyin 
the higheſt Church-Cenſures upon ſlight Occaſions, Af. 
ter ſeveral Debates and Papers, which are in the Appen- 
dix of Grindal's Life by Mr. Strype, this ſeems to be 
the Expedient propos'd, That the Crimes term'd (gra- 
viora) ſhould be ſpecify'd by Name, for which Excom- 
munication was to be inflicted. - 

That as to leſſer Crimes, for which, if a Perſon did 
not appear when he was ſummon'd, he us'd to be pro- 
nounc'd contumacious ; and, after that, was excommu- 
nicated, and a Writ order'd out de excommunicato ca- 
piendo: It was propos'd, that Excommunication ſhould 
not follow the Perſon's being pronounc'd Contumax, but 
a Writ de contumace capiendo from the Civil Courts; and 
that Excommunication, pronounc'd pro gravioribus cri- 
minibus, ſhould be us'd by the Archbiſhop or Biſhops 
with ſuch Aſſiſtance as ſhould be thought meet. This 
was alſo offer'd in the Convocation of 1587, and pro- 
mis'd by King Fames in Hampton-Court Conference, (vide 
infra) Had this been accompliſh'd, it might have done 
ſomething to the fulfilling the Church of England's With 


for Diſcipline, which is in the A Vedneſday- Service: 
But this fail'd, as other wholeſom Expedients have done. 


But a few Years more will give us a different Proſ- 


pect of the State of the Church. We muſt now at- 


tend thoſe good Biſhops, that had been Exiles, to their 
Graves, and with them bury moſt of our Hopes of a 


f EC —„— 


— 


Diſobedience, and be forc'd to uſe the Words ef the Apoſile, We muſt 
obey God rather than Men. : 


further 
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farther Reformation in this Reign ; for the Church is 
now headed 7 Whitgift, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
0 


Bancroft of London-: and theſe having defended the 
things complain'd againſt in their e Capacities with 
their Pens, thought themſelves oblig'd to defend them 
by their Authority, and carry'd the Point of Confor- 
mity higher than before, and invented new Articles to be 
ſubſcrib d, to lay perſonal Obligations upon all Mini- 
ſters, beſides the general ones by Law. So that the 
Cauſe of a further Reformation ſeems to lie very deſ- 
perate; tho this Alteration of the Caſe ought to be 
taken notice of, that by a Courſe of good Preaching 
the People became leſs fond of Relicks of Popery, and 
were inclin'd to a further Reformation : Many good 
Bills were offer'd in Parliament: Privy Counſellors ſol- 
licited for Favour to the Oppreſs'd. But now they were 


unhappily ſuppreſs'd by the Biſhops. 


Two unhappy Circumſtances, at this time, ſeem'd to 
concur. 

1, The Greedineſs of ſome Cour tiers, who ſeem'd 
to favour thoſe that defir'd a further Reformation, 
merely to get ſome of the Biſhops Temporalities into 
their hands; which exaſperated the Biſhops, upon a 
Political Account, againſt the Nonconformiſts. 

2. The Pride of the Impoſers, who would not admit 
any Alterations, leſt they ſhould ſeem to confeſs an Er- 
ror; for thus Fuller tells us, in his Church-Hiſtory *, 
That when ſome Bills were offer'd in the Houſe of 
Commons for a Regulation of ſome Eccleſiaſtical Af- 
fairs, Whitgift, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, acquaints her 
Majeſty, and deſires her Authority to put a ſtop to 
them; and, amongſt other Conſiderations urg'd, he inti- 
mates, that thoſe Alterations contain Matter, which 
tends to the Slander of the Church, as having hitherto 
maintain'd an Error, How naturally does the Pride of 
Man aſpire after Infallibility ? How fad is the State of 
any Church like to be, when its Governors will defend 
its Errors, rather than acknowledg them; and it ſhall 
be leſs Shame to ſupport a Corruption, than confeſs a 
Miſtake? What an odd Notion had Whirgift of human 
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Nature, as if a Man's preſent Attainments left no. room 
for further Improvements ? Beſides, he ſeems to have 
forgot the 19th and 21ſt Articles. The 19th Article, 
after it has defin'd a particular Church, faith, That as 
the Churches of Jeruſalem, Alexandria, and Antioch have 
erred; ſo alſo the Church of Rome has erred, not only in 
their Living and Manner of Ceremonies, but alſo in Mat- 
ters of Faith. The 21ſt Article, ſpeaking of General 
Councils, tells ns, That when they are gather'd together 
(foraſmuch as they be an Aſſembly of Men, whereof all be 
not governed with the Spirit ad Word of God) they may 
28 ſometimes have erred in things pertaining to the 
aith. 

But, by what peculiar Privilege 1 know not, no Re- 
formation muſt be carry'd on in the Church of England, 
left ſhe ſhould confeſs her ſelf to have maintain'd an 
Error; tho Infallibility is no more aſſur'd to her than 
any other Churches or Councils, whom her own Arti- 
cles pronounce fallible and liable to Errors : and yet 
this is thonght a ſufficient Reaſon to ſtop any further 
Reformation. 

In this State things continu'd all the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, who dying 1602, was ſucceeded by her Kinſ- 
man James, the 6th of Scotland, and iſt of England: at 
the beginning of whoſe Reign a fair Wy very hs offer'd 
it ſelf to compleat the Reformation. And here firſt of- 
fers it ſelf that famous Millemane Petition, in the Name 
of 1000 Divines or more, which is to be ſeen in Fuller, 
Book 10. p. 21. at large. The Title runs thus; We the 
Miniſters of the Church of England, deſiring Reformation 
of certain Ceremonies and Abuſes of the Church. After- 
wards, in the Preamble, they thus deſcribe themſelves : 
Neither as fact ions Men, affecting a popular Parity, nor 
as Schiſmaticks, aiming at the Diſſolution of the State Ec- 
cleſiaſtical; but as the Faithful.Servants of Chriſt, and Loyal 
Subjetts of your Majeſty, deſiring a Redreſs of Abuſes, we 
could do no leſs than acquaint your Majeſty with our par- 
ticular Griefs. 

The Heads complain'd of, are ſuch as had been men- 
tion'd before. 

This ſerious and pathetick Requeſt is ſuppos'd to give 


Birth to the Conference at Hampton-Court, between the 


Biſhops and Doctors of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, on the 
| one 


( 33 ) 


dne hand, and thoſe who deſir'd a further Reformation; 
on the other : the King was Moderator. Here little 
was done for the Satisfaction of Complainers : however, 
it may not be improper, | 

(1.) To make ſome Obſervations on the common 
Account, publiſh'd by Dr. Barlow. 

(2.) To mention fome things omitted by him, ſerv- 
ing to illaſtrate the Matter. 

1. It is to be obſerv'd, That the Account of this Con- 
ference is publiſh'd by Dr, Barlow with great Partiality; 
Dr. Reynolds was one of the greateſt Divines of the Age, 
and yet, in the Account of this Conference, is repreſen- 
ted as one of the pooreſt Diſputants that ever appear'd. 
But Barlow himſelf, when a dying (as we are told by 
one Henry Jackſon) acknowledg'd he had abus'd Reynolds 
by the Report; and Sparks, who was preſent on the fide 
of the Puritans, tho afterwards he wholly conform'd, 
affirms the ſame. They that would ſee theſe Accounts 
prov'd, muſt conſult Pierce againſt Nichols, p. 59. Hick- 
man's Epiſtolary Debate with Heylin, p. 28, 29. Hick- 
man's Vindication of the Nonconformiſts againſt Scri- 
vener and Durel, p. 180. & leq, : 

2, It appears, That the King would not ſuffer the 
Miniſters, defirous of a further Reformation, to diſpute 
the impoling Power; which is the main Hinge of this 
Controverſy : For, it Chriſt has not inveſted any Man, 
or Number of Men, with Power to make new Laws in 
his Church, or impoſe Ceremonies and Rites on thoſe that 
ſcruple them, the whole Fabrick of Ceremonies falls ro the 
ground. And this the King would not ſuffer to be diſpu— 
ted; but when Mr. Knewſtubs offer'd to touch upon it, the 
King ſtop'd him, and would not ſuſfer him to ſpeak any 
more to that Point, how far they were bound to obey, 

z. We may obſerve, That as the things alter'd 
were very inconſiderable, ſo ſome things, which the 
King promis'd to take care about, were never amended z 
particularly the great Grievance of the Biſhops Courts, 
At the beginning of the Conference, the King declares 
himſelf diffatisfy'd, that Excommunications were ifſu'd 
out on ſuch trifling Occaſions; and that Laymen, and 
not ſome grave Miniſter ſhould do it, or the Biſhops, 
What Satisfaction his Majeſty had upon this Head, I 
know not; but when Dr. 8 in the Body * the 
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Conference, urg'd this as a Grievance, the King told 
him, that he had confer'd with the Biſhops, and ſuch 
Order ſhould be taken about it as was convenient : but 
it appears in Fact, that no Order was take: at all; Men 
were ſtill given to the Devil for twelve- penny Matters, 
and this by Lay-Chancellors, and other Officers, un- 
known to Scripture, or the firſt Ages of the Church. 
But, (2.) It is proper to mention ſome Paſſages omit- 
ted by Barlow; which we are able to do from Mr. Pa- 
trick Galloway's Account, ſent to the Presbytery of Edin- 
burgh, and corrected by King James's own Hand, as a 
true, tho ſhort Account. Vid. Calderwood's Hiſtory of 
the Reformation in Kcorland; p. 474. and onwards, we 
have this Account: He tells them, he gave their Letter 
to the King, and after ſome ſhort Speeches had upon a 
Word in your Letter, [the groſs Corruption of the 
Church] which was then exponed, and I aſſur'd that 
all Corruptions diſſonant from the Word, or contrary 
thereto, ſhould be amended ; the 12th of January the 
Biſhops were call'd upon by his Majeſty, and were 
gravely defir'd to adviſe upon all Corruptions in Doc- 
trine, Ceremonies, and Diſcipline, as they will anſwer 
it to God in Conſcience, or to his Majeſty upon their 
dedience ; that they ſhould return the third Day, On 
that Day they return'd, and anſwer'd, they found all 
well: and when his Majeſty, with great Fervency, brought 
Inſtances to the contrary, they, with great Earneſtneſs, 
upon their Knees, crav'd, that nothing might be alter'd, 
left Popiſh Recuſants, punifh'd by the Statutes for their Diſ- 
obedience, and Puritans, puniſid by Deprivation from Cal- 
lings and Livings for Nonconformity, ſhould ſay, they had 
cauſe to inſult them, as Men who had travail'd to bind 
them to that which by their own Mouths was now confeſs'd 
to be errougous. Thus, by a moſt diſhonourable Reſolu- 
tion, they prefer their own Fame and Reputation to the 
Peace of the Church; and becauſe they have once op- 
preſs'd them, will always do fo, rather than ſeem to 
own themſelves fallible Men. After this Acconnt, follows 
a Paper of what Galloway ſays his Majeſty would have al- 
ter'd; in which there are ſome things, in regard to the 
Biſhops Courts, that are obſervable : | 
(1.) That the Biſhops ſhall judg no Miniſters, but 
with the Aſſiſtance of ſome of the graveſt Deans and 
Chaplains. (2.) 
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(29 That none ſhall have Power to excommunicate, 


but Biſhops in their Dioceſs, and '- the Preſence of 
thoſe aforeſaid ; and only for weights Canes, 

(3.) The Civil Excommunication now , is declar'd 
to be a mere Civil Cenſure, and the Name of it is to 
be alter'd, and a Writ ouc of the Chancellary to puniſh 
the Contamacy ſhall be fram'd. But all this Conference 
came to nothing ; nor was it likely, that a Debate with 
ſuch Men, who had drawn a weak King over to their 
Intereſt, and who were reſolv'd to continue in their Er- 
rors, rather than confeſs themſelves fallible, ſhould ever 


turn to much account. 


In this ſtate things continu'd till about 1640. when 
Archbiſhop Laud, at the Head of the Convocation, car- 
ry'd the Church-Power extreme high, and drew up a 
Number of Canons to be obligatory both on Clergy and 
Laity ; tho they had no Legal Confirmation. This gave 
a general Alarm and Diſguſt, and brought on ſuch a Se- 
ries of Events as neceſſarily requires the Proceedings of 
this Convocation to be a little remark'd *, 

The Convocation fitting after the Parliament was 
diflolv'd, ſeveral Divines, to the Number of 36, proteſ- 
red againſt its Continuance, but were at laſt perſuaded 
to ſtay, hoping to moderate Proceedings by their Pre- 
ſence, but in vain; things were carry'd extreme high, 
Superconformity and Innovation incourag'd. 

ut that which gave the greateſt Diſtaſte, was the fa- 
mous Oath, known by the Name of the Er-cetera Oath; 
whereby, in ſhort, Perſons were {worn never to alter 
a Conſtitution, wherein were many things adminiſtring 
Matter of Complaint to many wiſe and good Men from 
the beginning of its being ſet up; which they who ſet 
it up declar'd, they hop'd others would improve, and 
carry farther : and being only the Reſult of human Pru- 
dence, and fallible Men, the like haman Prudence might 
ſee Cauſe to alter the Matters, defir'd to be at any 
time alter'd ; they not being things neceſſary and eſſen- 
tial to the Being of a Charch, but confeſſedly indiffe- 
rent. The framing this Oath gave a general Diſguſt, 
and the endeavouring to impoſe theſe Canons, without 
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Legal Authority, rais'd ſo great a Diſſatisfaction, that 
another Convocation being next year ſummon'd, Mr. 
Warm ite (I ſuppoſe one of the 36 that proteſted before) 
mov'd, that, according to the Levitical 7 they ſhould 
cover the Pit they had open'd, by condemning them- 
ſelves thoſe offenſive Canons: but this found no Accep- 
tance. However, the Diſguſt againſt them growing e- 
very day more apparent, reviv'd the Attempt for a fur- 
ther Reformation; which was thought to have receiv'd 
a mortal Wound by that Oath, and thoſe Canons: but 
about March 20. 1641. the Lords appointed a Commit- 
tee of Religion, conſiſting of ten Earls, ten Biſhops, 
and ten Barons; and, after that, a Sub-committee, to pre- 
pare Matters for their Cognizance. The Biſhop of Lin- 
coln, having the Chair in both, was authoriz'd to call 
together divers Biſhops and Divines, who were to con- 
ſult for Correction. Thoſe, that chiefly attended, were 
Archbiſhop Vier, Biſhops of Durham and Exeter, Drs. 
Ward, Twiſs, Prideaux, Sanderſon, Featly, Bromnrigge, 
Hacket and Burgeſs, Mr. White, Marſball, Calamy and 
Hill. And here I ſhall inſert the f Subſtance of two 
Papers: The 1ſt, a Paper agreed upon by all of them, 
being Confiderations upon many Innovations in Doctrine, 
and things that need Reformation. 2d, Archbiſhop Uſher's 
Reduttion of Epiſcopacy. 

1}, Theſe Divines, who met after ſeveral Conſulta- 
tions, drew up a Paper, wherein they complain'd, 

1. Of ſeveral Innovations in Doctrine, encourag'd in 
theſe times; ſome warping towards Popery, and others to- 
wards other Errors: and they complain'd of ſome dange- 
rous Books, permitted to go about. 

2. They complain'd of many Innovations in Diſcipline, 
many Inftances of Superconformity, which were much en- 
courag'd in Archbiſhop Laud's Adminiſtration, [when 
there was a plain Deſign to reconcile us to the Popiſh 
Church :] ſuch as turning the Holy Table Altar-wiſe, and 
bowing towards it, or the Eaſt; Candleſticks upon the Al- 
tar; advancing Crucifixes and Images upon the Para- 
Front, or Altar- Cloth; with many others, to the Num- 
ber of 21 (all which were done with the ſame View, 
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that by introducing a pompous ceremonious way of 
Worſhip, the Difference between us and the Romiſh 
Church might appear leſs diſcernable.) Then theſe Di- 
vines propoſe Confiderations in order to remedy theſe In- 
conveniencies, and other Inconveniencies- crept in; ſuch as 
to amend the Rubrick about Veſt ments; to caſt out Apocry- 
phal Leſſons, to clear the Rubrick ;, how far a Miniſter may 
repulſe a ſcandalous Perſon from the Communion ;, to ex- 
plain the Rubrick about kneeling, to be a Compliance with 
the Prayer the Miniſter makes as he delivers the =" 


They propoſe a diſcreet Rubrick, to take away all Scan 
in the Uſe of the Croſs in Baptiſm, or, if it ſeem mo 
expedient, to take it away, becauſe in the Antient Liturgies 
no Croſs was cenſign'd up the Party, but where Oil was 
#5'd; and therefore Oil being now omitted, ſo may the 
Sign of the Croſs, which was concomitant with it : with 
other Heads, to the Number of 35. 

About this time Archbiſhop Yer, one of the afore- 
mention'd Divines, drew up his Paper ||, publiſh'd af- 
ter, with this Title: A Reduction of Epiſcopacy to the 
Form of Synodical Government, receiv'd in the Antient 
Church; propos'd in the Year 41, as an Expedient for 
the Prevention of thoſe Troubles, which afterwards did 
ariſe about the Matter of Church-Government. The 
Subſtance of the Paper was as follows : 

1. That in every Pariſh the Incumbent, with the 
Church-wardens, may every Week take notice of ſach 
as live ſcandalouſly in the Congregation, who are to re- 
ceive ſuch Admonitions and Reproofs as the Quality of 
their Offence ſhall deſerve. And if by this they cannot 
be reclaim'd, they may be preſented unto the next 
monthly Synod; and in the mean time be debar'd by 
the Paſtor from the Sacrament. 

2. That a Number of Choro-Epiſcops, or Suffragans, who 
were appointed by a Statute in the 26th of Henry VIII. 
and reviv'd by the 1ſt of 1 Elizabeth, might meet 
monthly in a Synod of the Paſtors, or Miniſters within 
the Precinct, and conclude all Matters in Debate by the 
Majority. To this Synod the Rectors and Church- 


— 


[| Vid, Dr. Calamy*s Abridgment 77 Mx. Baxter*s Life, Vol. 1. 
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wardens might preſent ſuch impenitent Perſons, as by 
Admonition, and Suſpenſion from the Sacrament, would 
not be reform'd : which Perſons, if they remain'd in- 
corrigible, might be excommunicated by the Synod ; 
which Excommunication was to be executed againſt 
them in the Pariſh where they liv'd. Hither might be 
refer'd Matters relating to the Doctrine and Converſa- 
tion of Miniſters themſelves, as alſo the Cenſure of new 
Opinions, Hereſies and Schiſms, which ariſe within that 
ircuit, with Liberty of Appeal to the Dioceſan Synod, 
3. The Dioceſan Synod to be held once or twice a 
ear, as it ſhould be thought moſt expedient ; wherein 
all the Suffragans and Rectogs, or any certain Number 
out of each Deanery, mighWneet : with whoſe Con- 
ſent, or the major part, all things might be concluded 
by the Biſhop, or in his Abſence, by one of the Suffra- 
gans, whom he ſhould depute Moderator, Here all 
Matters of great moment might be taken into Conſi- 
deration; the Orders of monthly Synods revis'd, and, 
if need be, alter'd, with an Appeal to the National Sy- 
nod or Provincial. 

4. The National Synod might conſiſt of all the Biſhops 
and Suffragans, and ſuch of the Clergy as ſhonld be cho- 
ſen within the Province; the Primate, or ſome Biſhop 
appointed by him, ſhould be Moderator; and all Mat- 
ters order'd by common Conſent, and joining with the 
Parliament, all Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, that con- 
cern the National Church, might be eſtabliſh'd. LN. B. 
This was the Paper offer'd by the Difſenters to the Bi- 
ſhops in 1662, as the means of an Accommodation, but 
refus d.] Twas hop'd, the Conſultations of theſe Di- 
vines in 41 would have produc'd ſome good Effects; but 
the Court-Biſhops expected no Good, but ſuſpected, as 
Fuller ſays f, left the Doctrinal Puritans ſhould join with 
the Diſciplinary Puritans, and betray the Church. But 
that which put a ſtop to all, was the Bill that ſuppreſs'd 
the Deans and Chapters, , 

Preſently after, thro much ſtruggling, another Bill 
paſs'd, which ſhut the Biſhops out from voting in Par- 
liament. Now this is to be obſerv'd, that the Biſhops 
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and Cathedralifts had made themſelves ſo obnoxious to the 
Parliament and the People, by their Affectation of Domi- 
nion over their Conſciences in the laſt Convocation ;, and 
by the manifeſt Increaſe of Superſtition, and Encourage- 
ment of Superconformity, and a verging towards Popery, 
under the Direction of Archbiſhop Laud : that they 
could not ſtand their Ground, even in a Parliament 
where there was ſcarce a Man but who was in full Com- 
munion with the Eftabliſh'd Church; and all this above 
a year before the War was attempted, and before there 
was any ſuch thing as a Presbyterian Church in England. 
And thoſe, who the Year after manag'd the War, and hea- 
ded the Armies upon the account of Liberty, againft the Ty- 
rannical Incroachment of the King and his Minifters, were 
Members of the Eſtabliſpbd Church; as thoſe were, who 
made the like Noble Stand at the Revolution. 

But to proceed : The next remarkable Period I ſhall 
touch on, was the Calling of the Aſſembly of Divines, 
who, in 1643, met at Weſt minfter ;, for the Parliament 
having determin'd to lay aſide the Convocation, and 
Affairs of Religion coming before them, call'd a Num- 
ber of Divines together, to conſult and adviſe with them; 
[but who ſhould have no pretence to ſit in their own Right.] 
Of theſe the Reader may ſee a Liſt in Dr. Calamy's A- 
bridgment, Vol. 1. p. 83. 

While this Aſſembly was ſitting, came before them 
the Sole mn League and Covenant, upon this occaſion : 
When the Earl of Newcaftle had over-power'd the Lord 
Fairfax in the North ||, and the * brought over ma- 
ny Popiſh Soldiers from Foreign Parts, which made the 
King's Party appear formidable ; the Parliament thought 
it proper to deſire Aid of the Scors, who conſented up- 


on Condition, that the Slemm League and Covenant 


the Band of Union : in which the Subſcribers promiſe 
the Extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, Schiſm and Pro- 
faneneſs, And here it may be uſeful to wipe off an Aſ- 


perſion groundleſly caſt upon the Presbyterians, as if 


they were Enemies to all Epiſcopacy ; whereas, at this 
time, the Patrons of Presby tery gave ſufficient Evidence 
of their Moderation to Epiſcopacy, by refuſing to ſign 
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it, till a Parentheſis was inſerted, explaining that ſort 
of Epiſcopacy which they oppos d. The Prolocutor, 
Dr. Burgeſs, Mr. Gataker, and others declar'd, that they 
were for the Antient moderate Epiſcopacy, where one ſta- 
ted Preſident, with his Presbytery, govern'd the Church: 
But the Species they oppos'd, was Church-Government by 
Archbiſhops, Biſl-ops, their Chancellors, Commiſſaries, Deans, 
and Chapters, Arch-Deacons, and all other Eccleſiaſtical 
Officers, depending upon that Hierarchy. 

By this we ſee the Changes that occur in the Intereſt 
of Parties in a little time: That Form of Church-Go- 
vernment, which Laud had been with great pains en- 
deavouring to ſwear the Nation to, but about three Years 
before; is now as freely ſworn down by this Solemn 
League and Covenant. But, to be even with them, the 
Prelates, in leſs than twenty Years, ſwore down their 
Covenant. 

From theſe remarkable and ſpeedy Alterations, I 
can't forbear obſerving, how much better it would be, 
if the ſeveral Parties would uſe greater Moderation in 
binding Perſons to their Eccleſiaſtical Forms, and making 
Men ſwear backwards and forwards in defence of their 
Opinions and Schemes, Which either human Prudence may 
ſee inexpedient, or Divine Providence render impratti- 
cable. The Commonneſs of ſuch Oaths can have no o- 
ther Conſequence, but bringing their Sacred Obligation 
into Contempt, occaſion a Proftitution of Mens Conſcien- 
ces, and bring in the Guilt of a General Perjury. 

But to return from this Digreſſion: The Presbyterians 
in the Aſſembly gave ſuch a Specimen of their Modera- 
tion to Epiſcopacy, as may convince all impartial Men of 
their Willingnels to coaleſce upon proper Terms, at a Time 
when it was in the Decline, and they could have no Ex- 
pectat ions from it, The Aſſembly, after many Debates, 
agreed upon a larger and ſhorter Catechiſm, for the In- 
ſtruction of Youth ; and a Confeſſion of Faith: In which 
perhaps, for an happy Conjunction of Fullneſs of Mat- 
ter in ſo ſhort a Compaſs, and Soundneſs of Doctrine 
in a clear Expreſſion, no Church excels them. 

As to their Conſultations about Diſcipline and Worſhip, 
they are ſumm'd up in the Directory, and may be eaſily 
conſulted there. 


Their 


(41) 

Their Advice about Church-Government never took 
much effe& ; the Intereſts and Politicks of their Maſ- 
ters changing, they chang d hands alſo, and imploy'd a- 
nother Party, and encourag'd them, whoſe Scheme of 
Church-Government was different from that of the A- 
ſembly. However, it may not be improper to obſerve 
ſome ſteps they took in Reformation, which are very 
commendable, 

I. It is certain they hit an happy Medium in their Di- 
reftory for the Method and Manner of Prayer; viz. a 
General Method, appointed to prevent Tautologies, and 
needleſs Excurſions; and which would ſuit the Cale of 
moſt Worſhipping Aſſemblies, and could not but be ex- 
tremely aſſiſtant to young Miniſters, both in Matter and 
Method: and, at the ſame time, there was a full Allowance 
for the Improvement of their Gifts, in Variety of Ex- 
preſſion, to whom God had given Ability. For thus they 
= emſelves in the Preface, That for preventing Sloth- 
fulneſs and Negligence in ſtirring up the Gift of Chriſt in 
them, they recommend it, that each one would be careful 
to furniſh his Heart and Tongue with further or other Ma- 
terials of Prayer and Exhortation, as ſhould be needful on 
all Occaſions, Now this Medium ſeems not {6 well an- 
ſwer'd in a ftinted invariable Form for Method and 
Words. 

2. It is certain, they made an happy Attempt for the 
recovering of Parochial Diſcipline, and Paſtoral Autho- 
rity , (which, in ſome meaſure, was intended by King 
Edward the VIth ; Refor. Legum Ecclefiaftic. tho it was 
not carry'd ſo far as they did.) And till this be ſome- 
what more recover'd, we may deſpair of any General 
Reformation, They appointed the Miniſter, with his 
Elders (the ſame that are mention'd in King Edward's 
Laws) to be the Judges of the Admiſſion or Excluſion 
of Church. Members; who are certainly the propereſt 
Judges, as being moſt converſant in the Pariſh, and ac- 
quainted with the Affair. But, to carry the Matter, as 
now it is, to the Zay-Chancellor, and the Gentlemen of 
the Curt, whoſe Profeflion and ordinary Study is that 
of the Civil Law, and that the inferior Clergy ſhould be 
oblig'd to publiſh their Excommunications and Abſolutions, 
and - ſubmit to their Judgment as to Fitneſs or Unfitneſs of 
Church-Members ; is {0 groſs an Jmpoſition, that 1 _=_ 
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it, till a Parentheſis was inſerted, explaining that ſort 
of Epiſcopacy which they oppos'd. The Prolocutor, 
Dr. Burgeſs, Mr. Gatakey, and others declar'd, that they 
were for the Antient moderate Epiſcopacy, where one ſta- 
ted Preſident, with his Presbytery, govern'd the Church: 
But the Species they oppos'd, was Church-Government by 
Archbiſhops, Biſſops, their Chancellors, Commiſſaries, Deans, 
and Chapters, Arch- Deacons, and all other Eccleſiaſt ical 
Officers, depending upon that Hierarchy. 

By this we ſee the Changes that occur in the Intereſt 
of Parties in a little time: That Form of Church-Go- 
vernment, which Laud had been with great pains en- 
deavouring to ſwear the Nation to, but about three Years 
before; is now as freely ſworn down by this Solemn 
League and Covenant. But, to be even with them, the 
Prelates, in leſs than twenty Years, ſwore down their 
Covenant. 

From theſe remarkable and ſpeedy Alterations, I 
can't forbear obſerving, how much better it would be, 
if the ſeveral Parties would uſe greater Moderation in 
binding Perſons to their Eccleſiaſtical Forms, and making 
Men ſwear backwards and forwards in defence of their 
Opinions and Schemes, Which either human Prudence may 
ſee inexpedient, or Divine Providence render impracti- 
cable. The Commonneſs of ſuch Oaths can have no o- 
ther Conſequence, but bringing their Sacred Obligation 
into Contempt, occaſion a Proftitution of Mens Conſcien- 
ces, and bring in the Guilt of a General Perjury. 

But to return from this Digreſſion: The Presbyterians 
in the Aſſembly gave ſuch a Specimen of their Modera- 
tion to Epiſcopacy, as may convince all impartial Men of 
their Willingnels to coaleſce upon proper Terms, at a Time 
when it was in the Decline, and they could have no Ex- 
peftations from it, The Aſſembly, after many Debates, 
agreed upon a larger and ſhorter Catechiſm, for the In- 
ſtruction of Youth ; and a Confeſſion of Faith: In which 
perhaps, for an happy Conjunction of Fullneſs of Mat- 
ter in ſo ſhort a Compaſs, and Soundneſs of Doctrine 
in a clear Expreſſion, no Church excels them. 

As to their Conſultations about Diſcipline and Worſhip, 
they are ſumm'd up in the Directory, and may be eaſily 
conſulted there. | 
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Their Advice about Church-Government never took 
much effe& ; the Intereſts and Politicks of their Maſ- 
ters changing, they chang d hands alſo, and imploy'd a-. 
nother Party, and encourag' d them, whoſe Scheme of 
Church-Government was different from that of the A- 
ſembly. However, it may not be improper to obſerve 
ſome ſteps they took in Reformation, which are very 
commendable. 

1. It is certain they hit an happy Medium in their Di- 
rectory for the Method and Manner of Prayer; viz. a 
General Method, appointed to prevent Tautologies, and 
needleſs Excurſions; and which would ſuit the Cale of 
moſt Worſhipping Aſſemblies, and could not but be ex- 
tremely aſſiſtant to young Miniſters, both in Matter and 
Method : and, at the ſame time, there was a full Allowance 
for the Improvement of their Gifts, in Variety of Ex- 
preſſion, to whom God had given Ability. For thus they 
expreſs themſelves in the Preface, That for preventing Sloth- 
fulneſs and Negligence in ſtirring up the Gift of Chriſt in 
them, they recommend it, that each one would be careful 
to furniſh his Heart and Tongue with further or other Ma- 
terials of Prayer and Exhortation, as ſhould be needful on 
all Occaſions, Now this Medium ſeems not {o well an- 
ſwer'd in a ftinted invariable Form for Method and 
Words. 

2. It is certain, they made an happy Attempt for the 
recovering of Parochial Diſcipline, and Paſtoral Autho- 
rity , (which, in ſome meaſure, was intended by King 
Edward the VIth ; Refor. Legum Ecclefiaftic. tho it was 
not carry'd ſo far as they did.) And till this be ſome- 
what more recover'd, we may deſpair of any General 
Reformation, They appointed the Miniſter, with his 
Elders (the fame that are mention'd in King Edward's 
Laws) to be the Judges of the Admiſſion or Excluſion 
of Church. Members; who are certainly the propereſt 
Judges, as being moſt converſant in the Pariſh, and 2c- 
quainted with the Aﬀair, But, to carry the Matrer, as 
now it is, to the Lay-Chancellor, and the Gentlemen of 
the Court, whoſe Profeilion and ordinary Study is that 
of the Civil Law, and that the inferior Clergy ſhould be 
oblig'd to publiſh their Excommunications and Abſoluticns, 
and - ſubmit to their Judgment as to Fitneſs or Unfitneſs of 
Church- Members; is ſo groſs an Jmpoſition, that 1 am 
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ama d to think it ſhould be fo long borne with. 

But I paſs on to another Period, which commences with 
the Reſtorat ion of K. Charles, who in a Declaration, which 
he ſent over from Breda in April 1660. thus expreſſes 
himſelf, That he declares Liberty to tender Conſciences, 
that none (hall be diſquieted, and calld in queſtion for Dif- 
ferences in Opinion, which do not diſturb the Peace of the 
Kingdom, Upon his Arrival in the Kingdom, Conferences 
were ſet on foot for an Vion of his Proteſtant Subjects: 
And at laſt, October 25. 1660. comes out another Decla- 
ration; wherein he tells the World, that the Presbyte- 
rian Miniſters, that had been with him in Holland, were 
neither Enemies (as they had been given out to be) of Epiſ- 
copacy, or Liturgy, but medeſtly deſire ſuch Alterations in 
either, as without ſhaking the Foundation might beſt allay 
the preſent Diſtempers. His Conceſſions were theſe : 

1. That no Biſhop ſhould ordain, or exerciſe any part of 
his Juriſdiction, which appertains to the Cenſures of the 
Church, without the Advice and Aſſiſtance of the Presby- 
ters; and neither do nor impoſe any thing, but what was ac- 
cording to the known Laws of the Land. 

2. That Chancellors, Commiſſaries and Officials ſhould be 
excluded from Acts of Juriſdiction. 

3. Tye Power of Paſtors ia their Congregations reſt or d, 
a Liberty granted to Miniſters to aſſemble monthly for the 
Exerciſe of Paftoral Perſuaſive Power, to the promoting of 
Knowledg and Godlineſs in their Flocks, 

4. That Miniſters ſhould be freed from the Subſcription 
reguir'd by the Canons, and the Oath of Canonical Obe- 
dience, and receive Ordination, Inſtitution, and Induc- 
tion, and enjoy the Profits of their Living, without being 
oblig'd to it. And that the ſcrupled Ceremonies ſhould be 
A;ſpeas'd with. | 

Theſe Conceſſions they wou'd have receiv'd with Foy, and 
15 Dr. Bates ſaith, * Would have prevented thoſe doleful 
Diviſions as have ſince hapned. But when it was mov'd 
to pals into a Law, it was oppos'd by one of the Secre- 
ies, Which Was look'd upon as a Proof that the King 
had chang'd his Mind. 
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* Vid. Baxter's Funeral Sermon. 
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In 62, follow'd the Debates of the Savoy, which came 
to nothing; the Biſhops would yield nothing, and 
the Court was ated by Popiſh Counſels, which (faith Dr. 
Nichols) T were diſcover d too late. The Nonconformiſts 


were finally driven out of the Church, the Terms of 


Conformity made higher than formerly; for to the old 
Conformity they added the Renunciation of the ſolemn 
League and Covenant, and they were oblig'd to declare, 
that they thought it neither ohlig d them nor any one elſe. 

They clogg'd it alſo with the abſurd and in/lavine Duc- 
trine of. Paſſive Obedience and Nonreſiſtance;, which after 
it had been preach d up for 28 Years, till the Nation had 
like to have been enſaar d by it to Popery and Slavery, in the 
Reign of King James the Second, was nobly broke thro at 
the Revolution, and ſilentiy dropt out of the Terms of Con- 
for mity. But that which was the moſt unpar-llel'd Hard- 
ſhip in this nem Conformity, was, their being turn'd out 
for not aſſent ing to a Book, of which few or none cou'd get 
a Sight of an atteſted Copy. 

For whereas there were ſeveral Alterations between 
this and the former Book, and all nem printed Copics were 
oblig'd to correſpond with the Original deliver'd into 
Parliament; to procure which, 2 Number of Commiſſioners 
were appointed, to inſpect the printed Copies, and declare 
them Authentick the Book was ſo late before it was 
finiſh'd in printing, that the Commiſttoners had not fi- 
niſh'd their Review, ſo as to diſperſe Authentic Books, 
to be ſubſcrib'd, till the Time was f /apſed. Being laid 
aſide in 62, they waited till Providence gave a time 

or the Accomodation of Differences, to the Satisfaction 

of their Conſciences : Many Attempts were made, and 
moderate Men on both Sides cou'd have agreed; but the 
Men of Bigotry and Paſſion wou'd not bear it. Dr, i- 
kins, and my Lord Orrery offer'd them one in 68. much 
upon the Principles of King Charles's Declaration; but 
the Parliament would not paſs it, | 


Dr. Tillotſon, and Dr. Stillingfleet on the one hand, and 


Dr. Bates, Dr. Manton, Mr. Baxter, and Mr. Pool on 
the other, agreed on a Scheme upon the like Principles 


ks of * ** 9 8 ST ww 


* Vide Apparat. Hiſtoric. p. 61. 


+ Vide Robinſon's Review againſi Benner. 
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in the Year 1673. Theſe may be ſeen in Mr. Baxter's | 


Life. | 


The Danger of the Popiſb Plot awaken'd moſt Men, and 
then a Bill was bronght into the Houſe of Commons, and 
read twice. The Heads are in Dr. Calamy's Abridgment 
Vol. 1. p. 350. which, with a little Relief about the Si- 
ritual Courts, wou'd have done, But theſe, as more pri- 
vate Offers, I paſs by; and come to the laſt Effort for a 
further Reformation : which was after the late happy Re- 
volution, under the Conduit of King WILLIAM of 
Immortal Memory; at which time, the Aſpects of Provi- 
dence, and the common Danger into which all Proteſtants 
were caſt, ſcem'd to bring their Temper together, 

The Project was firſt laid by Archbiſhop Sancroſt in 
King James's time, who foreſaw the Revolution, as the 
Biſhop of Liucoln told us at Sacheverel's Tryal : However, 
it was ſeriouſly purſud in King William's time, but thro 


the Paſſions and Icalouſies of Men came to nothing. The 


fulleſt Account we have in Dr. Calamy's Abridgment, Vol. 
1, Whither I refer my Reader. 

The Scheme was this, which would have taken in 
three Parts in four of the Diſſenters. : 

1, That the Apocryphal Leſſons be thrown out. 

2, T'+t a Rubrick be appointed, explaining the Uſe of 
the Croſs, not as an eſſential Part, but as a fit and decent 
Ceremony: However, after all, if any ſcruple it, it may be 
omitted by the Prieſt, 

3. If any ſcruple to kneel, it may be adminiſtred to them 
in their Pews. | 

4. If any defire to have Godfathers and Godmothers omit- 
ted, and the Children preſented in their own Names to Ba 
tiſm, it may be granted; the improper Expreſſions chang d | 
in the Liturgy for unexceptionable ones. This, with the Al- 
lowance in the Point of Orders by Presbyters, as was in 
the 13th of Eliz, (or a conditional Impoſition and Benedic- 
tion as was cuſtomary, when Clerks were admitted in the 


Primitive Church that had been ordain'd by Hereticks) 
wou'd have done, 


| Thus have I given a ſhort Hiſtory of the ſeveral At- 
tempts, and have I hope fully prov'd my main Propoſition, 


.Viz, That thoſe Divines, who engaged m the firſt Refor ma- 


tion, did not intend their Endeavuurs as the As - 
| Fu- 
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future Ages, beyond which they might not go; but that the 

Darkneſs and Bigotry of the People, newly recover'd from Po- 

pery, neceſſitated them to ſtop where they did, and connive 

at many wy they did not approve of, and that they ear- 
0 


neſtly wih'd for better Times, when they ſeriouſly intended a 


further Reformation : and that the very ſame Deſign has been 


the Deſire and Wiſh of ſome of the wiſeft and beſt of Men of the 
eftabliſh'd Church ever ſince, who have yet been diſappointed 
by Popiſh Counſels, and groundleſs Fears and Jealouſies fomen- 
ted and ſpread by Men of Bigotry and 4 v0 And I have 
ſhewn, that ſeveral Schemes have been formed by theſe gootl 
Men in the Eftabliſh'd Church, which wou'd have gone 4 
great Way towards ending our Diviſions. - 

What the Effect of this impartial Repreſentation will 
be, I know not: but this I can aſſure the World, that it 
would be the moſt agreeable Sight to me, to ſee the Confti- 
tution and Foundation of the Church fo enlarg'd and ſet- 
tled, as that nothing more might be requir'd to make a 
Man, either a Member or Miniſter in her Communion, 
than Chrift has requir'd to make a Man a Member or Mi- 
niſter in his Church univerſal ; according as the beſt hu- 
man Prudence can apply his general Rules to particular 


Caſes; Then would ſhe truly be the Glory of the Refor- 


—_— the Perfect ion of Beauty, the Foy of the whole 
Earth. g = He | 

But if we are not yet fo happy as to ſee thoſe things that 
belong to our Peace and Union, but muſt be in our preſent 
Circumſtances ; let us ſtndy, by the Peaceableneſs of our 
Behaviour towards them that differ from us, to diſap- 
point the Deſigns of the common Enemies, who have 


- found their Advantage by playing us one againſt another. 


Let us vie with each other in promoting the common Inte- 
reſt of our common Lord, in Loyalty and Obedience to his 
Majeſty King GEORG E; and in brotherly Love and 
Charity one to another. In ſhort, ſo far as we have at- 
tain'd and are agreed, let us mind the ſame things; and in 
whatſoever things we are differently minded, let us main- 
tain Chriſtian Charity and mutual Forbearance, till God 
ſhall reveal the Tuth to us: Always remembring this, that 
notwithſtanding the Difference of our Opinions about 
leſſer Matters, yet the good Men of both Communions 
will, when they arrive at Heaven, be equally acceptable 
to God, and beloved of one another ; and ſhould there- 


fore 


. (46) 
K 16 fore ſtudy to be as fully reconcil'd as they can to one 
Fe (8 another here. 
if | 1 ſhall conclude with that excellent Collect, in the 
=_ - new Form of Prayers for imploring God's Bleſſing on the 
4 Counſels and Arms of his Majeſty King GEORGE, 
hs in order to the diſappointing the evil Deſigns of his 
1 4 and our Enemies, and the ſettling theſe Kingdoms in 
hk 4 Peace. | 
mu | 
ip 14 Lord of Hats and God of Peace, thou haſt taught us, 
off i by thy Holy Word, that where there is Strife and Envy, 
* there is Confuſion, and every evil Work : Have pit = 
K this Church and Nation, violently rent in ſunder by ac 
+8 tion and Diſcord : unite our Hearts, we beſeech thee, in 
% 3 true Love to thee, and fervent Charity one toward ano- 
1 ther; left by being divided amongſt our ſelves, we be brought 
1: 7 to Deſolation : and incline our Hearts to the things that be- 
— 14 long to our Peace, before they be hidden from our Eyes. 
1 Grant this we humbly pray thee, for the ſake of him who 
1: i loved us, and gave LOnlelf> for us, Jeſus ChriSt our Media- 
14 tor and Advocate, Amen. 
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BOOKS Sold by J. Noon «nd T. Sharpey, at 
the White Hart near Mercers-Chappel iz 
Cheapſide. 


F- HE Proteſtant Union, or Principles wherein Engl: 

Proteſtants are agreed; very neceſſary for uniting 
the Hearts of Proteſtants one to another, againſt their 
common Enemy the Papiſts. Price 3d. _ 

A Practical Grammar to the Engliſh Tongue: or, a new 
Spelling-Book, treating, I. Of Letters, and their ſeve- 
ral Powers. II. Of Syllables; with large Tables fitted to 
the ſeveral Rules of Spelling. III. Of Words; the ſeve- 
ral Kinds, with the Declenſion of Nouns, or Names; and 
Conjugation of Verbs, or Aﬀirmations. IV. Of Sentences; 
ſhewing the moſt elegant Conſtruction of our own 

482 Containing the Subſtance of Brightland's and 
he beſt Grammars, Young's and other Spelling- Books; 
adapted to the London Pronunciation, and made ſo plain 
and eaſy, that the meaneſt Capacity may quickly 
become a Proficient in the Exgliſß Tongue. Price 
Bound 6 d. 

The Bee: A Collection of choice Poems, in three Parts. 
Price 1 5. 6 d. ſtitch'd. 

Biſhop King's Key to Divinity: or, a Philoſophical Eſ- 
ſay on Free-Will. Price 64. ſtitch'd. 

Tobacco, a Poem ; being a fourth Part of the Bee. 
Price 6 d. 

An Eſſay for allaying Animoſities amongſt Britiſb Pro- 
teſtants, In a Diſcourſe founded upon the fourteenth, 
and part of the fifteenth Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
Romans. Price 4 d. 
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